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T a v i  I

cixisZiris Seswavlis istoria

cixisZiris cixem, romelic qobuleTidan samxreTiT 7 kilome-

tris daSorebiT, zRvispira maRal kldeze mdebareobs, mkvlevarTa 

yuradReba jer kidev XIX s-is 80-iani wlebidan miipyro da intere-

si mis mimarT dRemde ar ganelebula (tab. I
1-4

). es interesi mniSvne-

lovanwilad ganpirobebulia imiTac, rom mkvlevarTa umravlesoba 

bizantiur wyaroebSi moxseniebul cixe-qalaq petras cixisZirTan 

akavSirebs.1

cixisZiris teritoriaze arqeologiuri nivTebis SemTxveviT 

aRmoCenebs xangrZlivi istoria aqvs. 1878 wels ruseT-TurqeTis 

omis damTavrebis Semdeg, gazeTSi `iveria~ gamoqveynda cnoba Tur-

qi jariskacebis mier cixisZirSi sangrebis Txris dros Zvirfasi 

nivTebis Semcveli samarxebis aRmoCenisa da gaZarcvis Sesaxeb. aR-

niSnuli cnoba SesaZloa ramdenadme gazviadebulia, magram yurad-

saRebi [inaiSvili n. 1993: 6]. 

XIX s-is bolos, cixisZirSi baTumis navsadguris jebirisaTvis 

qvis mopoveba warmoebda, rac ganadgurebiT emuqreboda Zegls. ar-

qeologiis moyvarulTa sazogadoebis daJinebuli moTxovniT qvis 

mopoveba cixisZirSi Sewyda [inaiSvili n. 1993: 6]. 

XX s-is dasawyisSi cixisZiris sanapiro zolSi agarakebis mSe-

neblobisas adgili hqonda gvianbrinjao-adrerkinis xanis brinja-

os nivTebis Semcveli ganZebis aRmoCenebs. maTi nawili muzeumebSi 

moxvda, nawili ki dakargulad iTvleba. 

1. vaxuSti  bagrationis cnobiT: qobuleTis samxreTiT, `zRvis kides, ars cixe qajeTi-
sa, magari, maRalsa kldesa zeda Seni. aqus gvirabi-klde gamokueTili gzad~ [qarTlis 
cxovreba 1973: 792

8-9
]. mkvlevarebs vaxuSti bagrationis mier moxseniebuli qajeTis 

cixe cixisZiris cixed miaCniaT [janaSia s. 1949: 39; sixaruliZe i. 1962: 25].
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mniSvnelovani istoriuli informaciis Semcvelia cixisZiris 

midamoebSi mikvleuli ax. w. pirveli saukuneebis damRiani aguri, 

romelic saqarTvelos erovnul muzeumSia daculi. interess iw-

vevs cixisZirTan napovni gvianantikuri xanis oqros, vercxlisa da 

brinjaos nivTebis koleqcia, romelic ermitaJSi moxvda. cixisZi-

ris teritoriebidan cnobilia numizmatikuri aRmoCenebic. numiz-

matikur monapovarSi gvxvdeba monetebi, antikuri xanidan moyole-

buli, gviandeli Sua saukuneebis CaTvliT [inaiSvili n. 1993: 6-7]. 

1934 wels cixisZirSi mcire masStabis arqeologiuri gaTxrebi 

Caatara s. janaSiam. gaTxrebis Sedegebi imave wlis oqtomberSi mox-

senda Tbilisis saxelmwifo universitetis rusTavelis saxelobis 

instituts _ `Sedegebi pirveli arqeologiuri eqspediciisa pe-

tra-cixisZirSi~ [janaSia s. 1949: 44]. ganaTxari masalis Senaxvis ad-

gili ucnobia.

1953 wels n. xoStarias xelmZRvanelobiT cixisZirSi Catarda 

dazverviTi arqeologiuri samuSaoebi. miRebuli Sedegebi waki-

Txul iqna moxsenebad iv. javaxiSvilis saxelobis istoriis insti-

tutis meoTxe samecniero sesiaze [xoStaria n. 1953: 17]. 1962 wels 

manve gamoaqveyna naSromi _ `cixisZiri axali welTaRricxvis pir-

vel saukuneebSi~, romelic ZiriTadad mieZRvna cixis midamoebSi 

gasuli saukunis dasawyisSi aRmoCenili da ermitaJSi daculi, ze-

moT ukve naxsenebi gvianantikuri xanis artefaqtebis publikacias. 

1953 wels cixisZiris arqeologiuri dazvervebis Sedegebis Sesaxeb 

am naSromSi avtors TiTqmis araferi uweria [xoStaria n. 1962].   

1962-1965 wlebSi saqarTvelos mecnierebaTa akademiis iv. java-

xiSvilis saxelobis istoriis, arqeologiisa da eTnografiis in-

stitutis da baTumis samecniero-kvleviTi institutis gaerTia-

nebuli arqeologiuri eqspedicia (xelmZR. a. inaiSvili) gaTxrebs 

awarmoebda cixisZiris cixis teritoriaze. gaTxrebis Sedegad da-

dginda, rom cixe-simagris naSTebi ganlagebuli iyo or borcvze 

(tab. XXX). CrdiloeTis SedarebiT did, maRal borcvze mdebare sa-
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fortifikacio sistema da mis SigniT gaTxrili nagebobebi miCneul 

iqna bizantiur werilobiT wyaroebSi araerTgzis moxseniebul 

cixe-qalaq petras citadelad (tab. I
1-4

). citadeli ormagi kedle-

biT dakavSirebuli iyo mis samxreTiT mdebare borcvze aRmarTul 

koSkTan (tab. II-IV, XXX). citadelSi gaiTxara: karibWe, VI s-is abano, 

cisterna-sawyobi. umniSvnelovanes aRmoCenad unda CaiTvalos X 

s-is darbazuli eklesiis qveS VI s-iT daTariRebuli didi samnavia-

ni bazilikis gamovlena (tab. XXX). Tavis mxriv, bazilikis qveS mikv-

leul iqna kidev erTi nageboba, romelic ufro Zveli eklesiis na-

STi unda iyos [inaiSvili a. 1974: 118-153]. 

gaTxrebi mimdinareobda agreTve cixisZiris samxreT borcvze, 

sadac aRmoCnda koSkis naSTebi. cixe-simagris samxreTi da Crdi-

loeTi borcvebis damakavSirebeli zRudis ormag kedlebTan gamo-

vlinda dasavleT kedelSi arsebuli karibWe da karibWeze miSene-

buli koSki (tab. XXX). amrigad, borcvebze agebuli cixe-simagre da 

sasimagro kedlebis SigniT arsebuli nagebobebi mkvlevarTa mier 

miCneul iqna petras Sidacixed _ akropolisad, samnaviani bazi-

lika _ petras sakaTedro taZrad, xolo TviT qalaqi, maTi azriT, 

arsebobda cixis CrdiloeTiT, zRvis sanapiro zolSi [inaiSvili a. 

1973: 33-34; 1974: 102-118; inaiSvili n. 1993: 5-14]. 

qalaqi petra cixisZiris midamoebSi arsebuli namosaxlare-

bis safuZvelze unda aRmocenebuliyo, romlebic Seicavda gvian-

brinjao-adrerkinis, adreantikuri, elinisturi da gvianantiku-

ri-adre Sua saukuneebis xanis kulturul fenebs [inaiSvili a. 1973a; 

1974: 149-152].

1983-1988 wlebSi baTumis n. berZeniSvilis saxelobis samecnie-

ro-kvleviTi institutis eqspediciam (xelmZR. d. xaxutaiSvili) 

cixisZirSi arqeologiuri gaTxrebi ganaaxla. samuSaoebi amjerad 

mimdinareobda cixis CrdiloeTiT mimdebare zRvispira dablo-

bis teritoriaze, sadac mkvlevarTa azriT, petras naqalaqari iyo 

gaSe nebuli. aRniSnuli teritoria ekava sanerge meurneobas. jer 
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kidev 1966 wels aq nawilobriv gaiTxara bazilikis naSTebi, sadac 

aRmoCnda: marmarilos detalebi, qvis kapitelisa da mozaikis frag-

mentebi.    

1983-1988 wlebSi warmoebuli gaTxrebisas aRmoCenili masalebi 

TariRdeba winare antikuri xanidan (garkveuli wyvetilebiT) vi-

dre adreuli Sua saukuneebis CaTvliT. 1983 wels sanerges samxreT 

nawilSi aRmoCnda gvianantikuri xanis abanoebi. imave wels sanerges 

samxreT-aRmosavleT monakveTSi mikvleul iqna da 1983-1987 wleb-

Si iTxreboda adreantikuri-elinisturi xanis vrceli samarovani. 

samarovani samxreTidan CrdiloeTisken vrceldeba da Zveli diu-

nis zols gasdevs. diunebSi gamovlenili samsxverplos naSTebi 

CaWrili iyo adreantikuri da elinisturi xanis samarxebiT. saku-

Triv elinisturi xanis samarxebi nawilobriv iyo dazianebuli ax. w. 

IV s-Si samarovanze gamarTuli nagebobiT. adreantikuri da elini-

sturi xanis samarovnis dasavleT periferiaze gaiTxara 14 gvianan-

tikuri-adreuli Sua saukuneebis xanis samarxi. sanergis centra-

lur nawilSi Seswavlil iqna didi zomis (600 m2) IV-V ss-is sxvadasxva 

funqciis mqone sazogadoebrivi nagebobis naSTebi [inaiSvili n. 

1993: 42-43].        

sanergis teritoriaze Catarebuli arqeologiuri gaTxrebis 

Sedegad dadginda Semdegi stratigrafiuli suraTi: uZvelesi fena 

winaantikuri xanisaa da igi ukavSirdeba diunur sadgomebs, rom-

lebic Zv. w. VIII-VI ss-iT TariRdeba. momdevno periodi adreantiku-

ri-elinisturi xanis samarovniT aris warmodgenili da qronolo-

giurad Zv. w. V s. _ Zv. w. II-I ss-Si eqceva. momdevno periodi IV-VI ss-is 

arqiteqturuli ZeglebiT (abanoebi), kulturuli fenebiTa da sa-

marxebiTaa warmodgenili. samarxebi zogadad III-VI ss-is qronolo-

giur CarCoebSi eqceva. maTi umravlesoba IV-V ss-s ganekuTvneba. 

cixisZirSi da mis midamoebSi mikvleuli gvianantikuri da 

adre uli Sua saukuneebis arqeologiuri Zeglebi Seiswavla                  

n. inaiSvilma, romelmac aRniSnul Zeglebs monografiuli ga-

mokvleva miuZRvna [inaiSvili n. 1993: 43-44]. 1962-1966 wlebSi 
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cixisZirSi da boboyvaTSi aRmoCenili adreuli Sua saukuneebis 

minis artefaqtebi samecniero mimoqcevaSi l. CxaiZem Semoitana 

[CxaiZe l. 1978: 59-66].

2016-2017 wlebSi aWaris kulturuli memkvidreobis dacvis saa-

gentos dafinansebiT, cixisZirSi ganxorcielda sarestavracio-sa-

konservacio samuSaoebi, rasac win uZRoda cixis ramdenime ubanze 

Catarebuli arqeologiuri kvleva-Zieba. proeqtis arqeologiur 

nawils xelmZRvanelobda cixisZiris cnobili mkvlevari nino inai-

Svili, eqspedicias - winamdebare naSromis avtori.2

naSromi exeba cixis (akropolisis) samxreT nawilSi #5 koSkSi 

aRmoCenil uaRresad saintereso masalas, romelic Zalze mniSv-

nelovania petra-cixisZiris igiveobisa da egrisis `didi omia-

nobis~ araerTi sakiTxis gasarkvevad. gaTxrebis winaswaruli 

Sedegebi gamoqveynda iv. javaxiSvilis saxelobis istoriisa da 

eTnologiis institutis JurnalSi - `qronosi~ (#1) [mindoraSvi-

li d. 2020: 204-234]. 

cixis samxreT nawilSi, iq sadac zRudis ormagi kedlebia aR-

marTuli, arqeologiuri gaTxrebi jer kidev 1962-1966 wlebSi Ca-

tarda. akropolisis samxreTi da CrdiloeTi borcvebis damakav-

Sirebeli zRudis ormag kedlebTan gamovlinda dasavleT kedelSi 

arsebuli karibWe da karibWeze dasavleTidan (zRvis mxridan) miSe-

nebuli sworkuTxa gegmis koSki (tab. XXX). amave midamoebSi aRmoC-

nda miwisqveSa wyaro. Zeglis gamTxrelis azriT, SesaZloa, es iyo 

prokopi kesarielis TxzulebaSi naxsenebi petras saidumlo wyaro, 

romelic Tavis droze ostaturad hqondaT SeniRbuli cixeSi ga-

magrebul iranelebs [georgika 1965: 179-180; inaiSvili a. 1974: 129-

130]. maSin, zRudis ormagi kedlebi Seswavlil iqna cixis samxreT 

ferdamde anu iqamde, saidanac iwyeba mkveTri aRmarTi citadelis 

zeda nawilisaken (tab. II, IV).

2. eqspediciaSi monawileobdnen: g. laRiaSvili (2016 w.), g. gogolaZe, n. rezesiZe (2017 
w.) (arqeologebi); T. asabaSvili (2016-2017 ww.) (arqiteqtori). eqspediciis mier mikv-
leuli artefaqtebi inaxeba baTumis arqeologiur muzeumSi.
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2016 wlamde es adgili dafaruli iyo nangrevebis didi masiT. 

aRniSnul wels am midamoebSi gaiwminda ormagi zRudis aRmosav-

leTi kedlis CrdiloeTi nawili (tab. IV
2
). Catarebuli samuSaoebis 

Sedegad, mTlianad gamoCnda kedlis xuTi kamarovani TaxCa, romle-

bic manamde nawilobriv an mTlianad iyo miwiT dafaruli (tab. III
1
, 

XXXII
4
). kedlis samxreT monakveTze arsebuli TaxCebi Tavis droze 

`qulbaqebis~ _ savaWro fardulebis gasamarTav niSebad miiCnies 

(tab. XXXII
4
) [inaiSvili a. 1974: 128]. 

amave ubanze samuSaoebi mimdinareobda ormagi zRudis dasav-

leT kedelTanac, sadac didi raodenobiT iyo koncentrirebuli 

zRudis kedlisa da koSkis nangrevebi (tab. II
2
, IV

2
). 2016 wels am adgi-

lis nangrevebisagan srulad gawmenda ver moeswro, amitom samuSa-

oebi momdevno wlisTvis gadaido. 
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T a v i  II

mexuTe koSkis gaTxrebi

2017 wels akropolisis CrdiloeTi da samxreTi borcvebis da-

makavSirebel kedlebs Soris arsebuli teritoriis nangrevebisa-

gan srulad gawmendis Semdeg, am adgilas aRmoCnda adreuli Sua 

saukuneebis koSki, romelic aRmosavleTi mxridan miSenebuli iyo 

ormagi zRudis dasavleT kedelze (tab. II, IV, V, XXX). nangrevebis 

moculobis mixedviT, koSki sami Tu ara orsarTuliani mainc unda 

yofiliyo. cixis gengegmaze dRemde mxolod oTxi koSki iyo aRni-

Snuli. 2017 wels Seswavlili manamde ucnobi koSki rigiT mexuTea. 

amdenad, is dainomra rogorc _ koSki #5 (tab. XXX). 

koSki gegmiT kvadratulia (4,10x3,80 m) (tab.VI
1
, VII

2
, XXXI

1
). na-

gebobis samxreTi kedeli masiuria. misi SemorCenili simaRle       

2,50 m-ia, sigrZe _ 6 m (tab. V-VI). kedlis cokolis simaRle 1,50 m-ia, 

sisqe _ 1,40 m. cokolze dauSenebiaT ufro viwro _ 1-1,10 m si-

sqis kedeli (tab. VI
1-2

, VII
1
). 

aRmosavleTi kedlis sigrZe 7,50 m-ia, sisqe _ 1,20 m. SemorCeni-

lia 2,50 m simaRleze (tab. IX
1-2

, XI
1
). cokolis arseboba aRmosavleT 

kedelzec SeimCneva. 

CrdiloeTi kedlis sigrZe 5 m-ia, sisqe _ 1,40 m. SemorCenilia 

1,80 m simaRleze (tab. X
1-2

). sxvebTan SedarebiT, is kargadaa daculi. 

samive kedeli nagebia didi, saSualo da mcire zomis qvebiTY kirx-

snarze.

koSks agurebiT amoyvanili 1 m siganis Sesasvleli aqvs zRudis 

dasavleT kedelSi,3 romelzec is iyo miSenebuli. agurebis wyoba 

1,20 m simaRlezea SemorCenili. karis zeda nawili TaRovani iyo Tu 

3. zRudis kedlis sisqe 1,40 m-ia. misi simaRle zogierT adgilas 12 m-s aRwevs (tab. II
1-2

).
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sworkuTxa, Zneli saTqmelia (tab. XI
2
, XXXI

1-2
). karTan, zRudis ke-

dlis samxreT nawilSi, urdulis gasayreli oTxkuTxa niSia (sigrZe 

2,70 m, sigane 18 sm, simaRle 24 sm). 

koSkis CrdiloeT nawilSi, pirveli sarTulis miwatkepnili 

iatakis doneze gamovlinda kera, romelic warmoadgenda pirqve 

damxobili dergis zeda nawils (tab. VIII
2
). kerasa da koSkis Crdilo-

eT kedels Soris, iatakis doneze gaiwminda ori sworkuTxa aguri 

(tab. VIII
1
). Senoba gadaxuruli yofila brtyeli kramitiT. gaTxre-

bisas maTi araerTi nimuSi aRmoCnda (tab. XIX
20-24,29,31

).

koSki da zRudis dasavleTi kedeli erTdroulad yofila aSe-

nebuli. zRudis kedelSi Tavidanve iyo gaTvaliswinebuli koSkis 

kari da misi sakmaod Rrma _ 2,70 m sigrZis saurdule niSi, romelic 

imdenad ostaturadaa gamoyvanili, rom SeuZlebelia, is kedlis 

aSenebis Semdeg gaekeTebinaT. 

sayuradReboa, rom erTdrouli mSeneblobis miuxedavad, sa-

simagro kedelsa da koSkis kedlebs Soris gadabma ar aris. koSkis 

kedlebi ubralod miSenebulia (midgmulia) zRudeze. amiT dacu-

lia berZnuli cixe-simagreebis mSeneblobis erT-erTi ZiriTadi 

principi _ qvis wyobebiT ar yofiliyo gadabmuli ori an ramdeni-

me Senoba (am SemTxvevaSi zRudis kedeli da koSki), raTa mtris mier 

sabrZolo manqanebisa Tu sxva saSualebebis gamoyenebisas erTi na-

gebobis dangrevas ar gamoewvia meoris ganadgurebac [Winter F. 1971: 

167]. safortifikacio nagebobaTa mSeneblobis es principi CvenSi 

jer kidev elinistur xanaSi gamoiyeneboda (vani) [gamyreliZe g. da 

sxv. 2005: 105]. mSeneblobis analogiuri wesi webeldis TavdacviT 

nagebobebzec gvxvdeba [Воронов Ю., Бгажба О. 1985: 56]. reliefis mkve-

Tri daxrilobis gamo, koSkis samxreTi da CrdiloeTi kedlebis sa-

Zirkvlis doneebs Soris sxvaoba 2,30 m-ia (tab. XXXI
2
). 

koSkSi gamovlinda Zlieri xanZrisa da ngrevis kvali, rac ga-

mowveuli yofila saomari moqmedebebiT (tab. XI
1
). nagebobis mTeli 

farTobi savse iyo kedlebis nangrevebiT. mTlianad iyo damwvari 

pirveli sarTuli, sadac Camoyrila sarTulSua gadaxurvis Zelebi. 
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ngrevisa da xanZris Sedegad koSkis samxreTi kedeli 0,40-0,45 m-iT 

mowyvetila zRudes, romelzec is iyo miSenebuli da samxreTiT 

1-1,20 m-iT gadawolila (tab. VI
2
, IX

2
, XXXI

1-2
). aRniSnuli kedlis mxo-

lod mcire nawiliRa SerCenila zRudeze (tab. XII
1-2

). kedlis gadawo-

lis Sedegad, gruntsa da kedels Soris daaxloebiT 1,70 m siRrmeze 

da 1,60 m siganeze gaCenila Tavisufali sivrce, romelic Sevsebula 

naxanZrali artefaqtebiT (tab. XXXI
2
). gansakuTrebiT Zlier dazia-

nebula aRmosavleTi kedeli, romelic saZirkvlianad gadawolila 

da Suaze gaxeTqila (tab. XI
1
, XXXI

1
). zRudes aris mocilebuli koSkis 

CrdiloeTi kedelic da maT Soris Tavisufali sivrcea darCenili. 

Tumca, kedlis vertikaloba araa darRveuli (tab. X, XII
2
, XXXI

2
). 

adreul Sua saukuneebSi cixe-simagreebze Setevisas kedlebis 

ngrevis sxvadasxva xerxebTan erTad moalyeebi xSirad iyenebdnen 

iseT xerxs, rogoricaa kedlis Ziris gamoTxra, iq mZlavri cecxlis 

gaCaReba da aseTi qmedebiT misi CamoSla. araa gamoricxuli, rom 

cixisZiris #5 koSkze ieriSisas, momxdurma cixe-simagreTa ngre-

vis swored es xerxi gamoiyena. amgvari varaudis safuZvels gvaZ-

levs koSkis aRmosavleTi kedlis savalalo mdgomareoba.4

arqeologiuri masalis udidesi nawili koSkis samxreTi da aR-

mosavleTi kedlebis gadawolis Semdeg, kedlebsa da grunts Soris 

Seqmnil Tavisufal areebSi moxvedrila. naxanZrali fenis simZla-

vrem aRniSnul sivrceebSi 1,90 m-s miaRwia.

gairkva, rom koSkis mcvelebs ara Tu ver mouxerxebiaT nagebo-

bidan nivTebis gatana, aramed koSkidan TviTonac ver gasulan da 

xanZarsa da ngrevaSi moyolilan. yovel SemTxvevaSi, Tu yvela ara, 

koSkis mcvelTagan zogierTi mainc adgilze daRupula. amaze mety-

4. brZolis es xerxi adreul Sua saukuneebSi kargad iyo cnobili. prokopi kesarieli 
amgvarad aRwerda iranelebis mier petras cixe-qalaqze Setevis erT-erT epizods: 
`sparselebma rom miwaSi malulad gvirabi gaiyvanes, erT-erTi koSkis qveS aRmoCndnen; 
iqidan gamoalages mravali qva da maT adgilas SeSebi Caawyves, romelTac cota xnis Sem-
deg cecxli waukides. ali rom TandaTan zeviT iwevda, qvebis Zala Searyia, mTeli koS-
kic SeanZria da uecrad Zirs daanarcxa~ [georgika 1965: 86]. marTalia, cixisZiris #5 
koSkze ieriSis mimtanebi am SemTxvevaSi bizantielebi iyvnen (dawvrilebiT ix. qvemoT), 
magram amas arsebiTi mniSvneloba ara aqvs. brZolis amgvar xerxs berZnebic warmatebiT 
iyenebdnen.
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velebs nagebobis sxvadasxva nawilSi mikvleuli adamianTa damw-

var-danaxSirebuli Zvlebis fragmentebi. koSkis gansakuTrebuli 

sisastikiT ganadgurebis Semdeg, am adgilis gawmenda da misi xela-

xali gamoyeneba aravis ucdia.   

koSkSi mikvleuli mravalricxovani da mravalferovani ar-

tefaqtebi saintereso da mniSvnelovani informaciis Semcvelia, 

rogorc sakuTriv adreuli Sua saukuneebis cixisZiris istori-

isaTvis, ise zogadad egrisis samefos im uaRresad rTuli perio-

disaTvis, romelic samecniero literaturaSi cnobilia, rogorc 

`didi omianoba~ egrisSi. 
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T a v i  III

koSkis arqeologiuri masala

§ 1. keramika. koSkis mravalricxovani ganaTxari keramikidan 

aRsaniSnavia qvevris pir-yelis fragmenti, romelsac pirs qvemoT 

Semouyveba reliefuri talRovani sartyeli (tab. XIV
6
). daaxloe-

biT msgavsi ornamentebiT Semkuli WurWeli mravladaa aRmoCeni-

li webeldis cixeze [Воронов Ю., Бгажба О. 1985: tab. 31-40]. msgavsi 

ornamentis mqone qvevris pir-yelis fragmenti cnobilia noqala-

qevis IV-VI ss-is arqeologiuri masalidanac [lomitaSvili d. 2014: 

34, tab. X
1471

]. 

Tavisi formiT gamorCeulia erTi didi WurWeli, romlis ma-

siur pirs zemodan Semouyveba farTo Rari. yeli dabalia. mxrebi 

Semkulia koncentruli reliefuri xazebis sartyliT. mxarze Se-

morCenilia ovalurganivkveTiani yuris kvali (tab. XIV
2
). msgavsi 

forma-moyvanilobis WurWeli aRmoCenilia quTaisSi, IV-VI ss-is 

kulturul fenaSi [lanCava o. 2015: sur. 134].

koSkis CrdiloeT kedelTan gamovlinda kera, romelic warmoa-

dgenda dergis gadabrunebul zeda nawils. WurWlis piri masiuria, 

yeli dabali, mxrebi ganieri. Tixa moCalisfrodaa gamomwvari (tab. 

VIII
1-2

, XIV
3
). keris gverdze aRmoCnda meore didi WurWlis natexebi, 

brtyeli piriTa da swori taniT. misi funqcia bolomde garkveuli 

ar aris (tab. XIV
1
). 

qoTnebis mravalricxovan natexebSi gamoirCeva mozrdili 

WurWeli, romlis yuri Semkulia mokle naWdevebiT (tab. XIV
4
). ram-

denadme msgavsi ornamentis mqone qoTani gvxvdeba vardcixis IV-VI 

ss-is ganaTxar masalaSi [jafariZe v. 1989: 88, tab. XVIII2
74-589

]. 

danarCen qoTnebs TiTqmis erTnairi forma aqvs. isini xasiaT-

deba gaSlili piriT, dabali yeliTa da gamoberili mucliT. yvela 



14

arqeologiuri gaTxrebi petra-cixisZirSi

sadazedapiriania (tab. XIV
5
, XV

7-17
). amgvari forma damaxasiaTebelia 

egrisis adreuli Sua saukuneebis ganaTxari Zeglebidan momdina-

re qoTnebisaTvis. msgavsi formis qoTnebi aRmoCenilia: sakuTriv 

cixisZiris gaTxrebisas [inaiSvili n. 1981: 133; 1993: tab. XXV
1-5

]. amg-

vari WurWeli araerTia cnobili vardcixidan [jafariZe v. 1989: 87-

88, tab. XVII
2
, XVIII

1
], noqalaqevidan [lomitaSvili 2014: 43, tab. XXII], 

webeldis cixidan [Воронов Ю., Бгажба О. 1985: tab. 69-70] da sxv.

koSkSi luTeriis erTi nimuSia aRmoCenili. mas aqvs ganieri piri 

da mkveTrad daqanebuli kalTebi (tab. XV
18

). luTeriebi farTodaa 

gavrcelebuli adreuli Sua saukuneebis Zeglebze. msgavsi formis 

WurWeli cnobilia: cixisZiridan [inaiSvili n. 1981: 133; 1993: 58], 

noqalaqevidan [Леквинадзе В., Хведелидзе Л. 1981: 137; lomitaSvili d. 

2014: 39-40], vardcixidan [jafariZe v. 1989: 83-84], webeldis cixidan 

[Воронов Ю., Бгажба О. 1985: tab. 60-62] da sxv. 

sufris WurWelSi gamoirCeva tuCiani doqi dabali farTo ye-

liT (tab. XV
3
). daaxloebiT msgavsi formis WurWeli aRmoCenilia 

webeldis cixeze [Воронов Ю., Бгажба О. 1985: tab. 81
1
]. doqebis sxva 

nimuSebi mrgvalpiriania. aqvT sxvadasxva simaRlis viwro yeli. erT 

maTgans yelze Semouyveba reliefuri sartyeli (tab. XV
1-2,4-6

). msgav-

si formis doqebi kargadaa cnobili istoriuli egrisis IV-VI ss-is 

ganaTxari Zeglebidan. isini aRmoCenilia: cixisZirSi [inaiSvili n. 

1981: sur. 6; 1993: tab. XXIV
4
], noqalaqevSi [Леквинадзе В., Хведелидзе Л. 

1981: 134;  lomitaSvili d. 2014: 47, tab. XXV, XXVI], vardcixeSi [ja-

fariZe v. 1989: tab. XIV, XV], webeldis cixeze [Воронов Ю., Бгажба О. 
1985: tab. 56

1-7
].

keramikis umravlesoba amforebis natexebia. maTSi ramdenime 

tipi gamoiyofa. viwroyeliani amforebis yurebi Semkulia asime-

triuli qedebiT (tab. XVI
1
). analogiuri amforebi cixisZirSi adre-

caa aRmoCenili [inaiSvili n. 1993: 55, tab. XX
1
]. gonio-afsarosi-

dan momdinare amgvari amforebi samxreT-dasavleT saqarTvelos 

adreuli Sua saukuneebis amforebisaTvis SemuSavebuli klasifika-

ciis III tipSia gaerTianebuli [xalvaSi m. 2002: 46]. msgavsi amforebi 
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cnobilia: foTidan [gamyreliZe g. 1987: 111-112, sur. 11], webeldis 

cixidan [Воронов Ю., Бгажба О. 1985: tab. 27
1-15

], biWvinTidan [berZe-

niSvili q., fuTuriZe r. 1975: 273], noqalaqevidan [leqvinaZe a. 1987: 

241], vardcixidan [jafariZe v. 1989: 61-62, tab. IX
6-7

] da sxv. amgvari 

amforebi IV s-Si Cndeba da arsebobas ganagrZobs VI s-is bolomde 

[xalvaSi m. 2002: 47].

amforebis Semdegi tipi warmodgenilia moCalisfrod gamomw-

vari natexebiT, romlebic mTlianad gofrirebulia (tab. XVIII
1
). 

gonio-afsarosSi aRmoCenili analogiuri amforebi samxreT-dasa-

vleT saqarTvelos amforebis klasifikaciaSi VI tipad gamoiyofa 

da isini sinopur nawarmadaa miCneuli [xalvaSi m. 2002: 51, sur. 43]. 

amgvari amforebi cnobilia: foTidan [gamyreliZe g. 1987: 111, sur. 

10], noqalaqevidan, qersonesidan, tanaisidan da sxv. [xalvaSi m. 2002: 

52. lit. ix. iqve]. fiqroben, rom am tipis amforebi Cndeba IV s-is bo-

los da VI s-is bolomde ganagrZoben arsebobas [xalvaSi m. 2002: 52].

calke tipad gamoiyofa welSezneqili yavisferkeciani amfore-

bi, romlebic keramikuli taris yvelaze mravalricxovani nimuSe-

biTaa warmodgenili (tab. XVI
3,5,7,9

, XVII
1-8

, XVIII
2
, XIX

2,3,8,18
). maT nawils 

etyoba Zlieri cecxlis kvali. IV-VI ss-iT daTariRebuli welSezne-

qili amforebi cixisZirSi adrec araerTi iyo aRmoCenili [inaiSvi-

li n. 1981: 127; 1993: 54]. msgavsi WurWeli farTodaa warmodgenili 

aRmosavleT, CrdiloeT da dasavleT SavizRvispireTis Tanadroul 
Zeglebze da gacilebiT sWarboben keramikuli taris sxva saxes. V-VI 
ss-s miakuTvneben gonio-afsarosSi aRmoCenil amgvar amforebs 
[xalvaSi m. 2002: 20-21]. analogiuri amforebi mravalricxovania biW-
vinTis ganaTxar keramikaSi [berZeniSvili q., fuTuriZe r. 1975: 277]. 
IV-VI ss-iT TariRdeba msgavsi amforebi vardcixidan [jafariZe v. 
1989: 56]. welSezneqili amforebi kargadaa cnobili noqalaqevida-

nac [Леквинадзе В., Хведелидзе Л. 1981: 131; lomitaSvili d. 2014: 38]. qu-

TaisSi aRmoCenili welSezneqili amforebis mravalricxovani nimu-

Sebi daTariRebulia V s-is bolo meoTxediTa da VII s-is dasawyisiT 

[lanCava o. 2015: 213]. welSezneqili amforebi didi raodenobiTaa 
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mikvleuli istoriuli egrisis Crdilo-dasavleT teritoriazec: 

webeldis cixeze da afxazeTis adreuli Sua saukuneebis sxvadasxva 

samarovanze [Воронов Ю., Бгажба О. 1985: tab. 29
1-2

, 30
1
; Гунба М. 1978: 

66-67]. samxreT-dasavleT saqarTvelos amforebis klasifikaciiT, 

amgvari WurWeli amforebis VII tipSi erTiandeba da ZiriTadad VI 

s-iT TariRdeba [xalvaSi m. 2002: 20-21, sur. 34]. 

samSeneblo keramikis nimuSebidan aRsaniSnavia sworkuTxa fi-

lis konusuri wanazardis fragmenti, romelic koSkSi SemTxveviTaa 

moxvedrili (tab. XIX
25

). amgvari filebi gamoiyeneboda abanoebSi. 

misi saSualebiT, kedelsa da Selesilobas Soris iqmneboda Tavisu-

fali are cxeli haeris moZraobisaTvis. analogiuri nivTebi cixi-

sZirSi adrecaa aRmoCenili [inaiSvili n. 1993: 49, tab. XV
3
]. msgavsi 

artefaqtebi cnobilia: gonio-afsarosidan [kaxiZe a., mamulaZe S. 

2004: 50, sur. 19; mindoraSvili d., mamulaZe S. 2009: 31, tab. XI
4
], biW-

vinTidan [afaqiZe g. 1977: 223-224] da sxv.

koSkis gaTxrebisas mravlad Cndeboda brtyeli kramitis na-

texebi (tab. XIX
20-24,29,31

). kramitebi sqelkeciania. srulad arc erTi 

maTgani ar SemorCenila, rac aZnelebs artefaqtebis zomebis dad-

genas. kramitebi wiTlad an moCalisfrodaa gamomwvari. ueWvelia, 

koSki kramitiT iyo daxuruli. cixisZirSi 1962-1965 wlebSi Catare-

buli gaTxrebiTac Cans, rom adreuli Sua saukuneebis nagebobebi, 

maT Soris koSkebic brtyeli kramitiT yofila gadaxuruli [inai-

Svili a. 1974: 125, 147].

ganaTxar masalaSi ramdenime aguria. ori sworkuTxa aguri 

(30x20x6 sm) aRmoCnda iatakis doneze, keris gverdiT. ramdenime ana-

logiuri aguri sakuTriv keraSic iyo Cavardnili (tab. VIII
1
). sainte-

resoa koSkis nangrevebSi aRmoCenili erTi mozrdili aguris natexi 

(sisqe 8 sm). aguris zedapirze urTierTgadamkveTi farTo RarebiT 

gamosaxulia samkuTxedebi (tab. XIX
30

). aguri cixisZiris adreuli 

Sua saukuneebis nagebobebSi gamoyenebulia abanoebis mSeneblobi-

sas, zRudis kedlebis calkeuli detalebis Tu karis nawilebis ga-

mosayvanad da a. S.
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koSkSi gamovlinda Tixis milis natexebic. maTi kedlis sisqe 1,6-

2 sm-mde meryeobs (tab. XIX
26-28

). Tixis milebi cixisZirSi adrec iyo 

aRmoCenili _ abanoSi da mis mimdebare teritoriaze [inaiSvili a. 

1974: 142]. 

koSkis nangrevebSi mikvleulia ori saintereso artefaqti: 

oTxkuTxa moyvanilobis Tixis gundaSi (5,5x4,5x6 sm; 5,5x4,5x5 sm) Cas-

mulia TiTo brtyeli sworkuTxa qva _ mozaikis kenWi (tab. XIX
19

). 

Cans, mozaikis es kenWebi amkobda cixis romeliRac nagebobis iataks. 

mozaikis kenWebi koSkis nangrevebSi SemTxveviTaa moxvedrili. 

* * *

§ 2. liTonis nivTebi. koSkis ganaTxari masalidan did interess 

liTonis mravalricxovani artefaqti iwvevs.5 maTi umravlesoba sa-

brZolo iaraRia. TavdacviTi xasiaTis SeiaraRebidan aRsaniSnavia 

koSkis sam sxvadasxva adgilas damwvari da TiTqmis widad qceuli 

mozrdili gundebis saxiT aRmoCenili jaWvis perangebi (tab. XXI
1-3

). 

jaWvis perangebi CvenSi ukve ax. w. I s-dan gvxvdeba. mxedveloba-

Si gvaqvs dedoflis goris sasaxlis #7 oTaxis iatakze mikvleuli 

perangis fragmenti, romelic saqarTvelos teritoriaze dRemde 

cnobil amgvar nivTebs Soris jerjerobiT yvelaze adreulia [ga-

goSiZe i. 2004: 131]. I-II ss-is jaWvis perangis nimuSebi aRmoCenilia 

TagilonSi [Амиранашвили А. 1935: 37, 41]. kldeeTSi mikvleulia 

brinjaos rgolebisagan damzadebuli perangis nawilebi, romelic 

aseve I-II ss-s ganekuTvneba [lomTaTiZe g. 1957: 13]. amave periodis 

jaWvis perangis fragmenti aRmoCnda sof. lias erT-erT samarxSi 

[wiTlanaZe l. 1973: 67]. 

cixisZiris jaWvis perangebis Tanadroul da yvelaze axlo para-

lelebs Soris pirvel rigSi unda davasaxeloT amave Zeglze gasuli 

5. cixisZiris rkinis nivTebis gawmenda-gamagreba ganaxorcieles saqarTvelos erovnu-
li muzeumis restavracia-konservaciis kvleviTi institutis pirveladi damuSavebis 
laboratoriis TanamSromlebma: T. farjanaZem, n. TavarTqilaZem, m. mWedliSvilma.
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saukunis 60-ian wlebSi mikvleuli jaWvis perangis naSTebi [inaiSvi-

li a. 1974: 145]. jaWvis perangis nawilebi rkinis muzaradTan erTad 

gamovlenilia noqalaqevis gaTxrebisas [zaqaraia p. 1981: 97-98]. ja-

Wvis perangis naSTebia aRmoCenili urbnisis naqalaqarze `damwvar 

nagebobaSi~, romelic V s-is miwuruliT an VI s-is dasawyisiT aris 

daTariRebuli [WilaSvili l. 1964: 94, 97, sur. 41]. webeldis cixeze 

mi kvleul jaWvis perangis fragmentebs VI s-s miakuTvneben [Воронов Ю., 
Бгажба О. 1985: 84, tab. 92

35
, 94

16-19
].6 

begTaris rkinis firfitebi aRmoCnda koSkis aRmosavleTi ke-

dlis ZirSi, cecxlSi damwvari mozrdili masis saxiT (tab. XXII
1
). 

begTaris ramdenime firfita koSkis sxva adgilebSic gamovlinda. 

Tumca, SeiZleba iTqvas, rom yvela isini erTi begTaris nawilebia.

begTaris damwvari masidan moxerxda ramdenime SedarebiT kar-

gad SemorCenili firfitis gamorCeva, romelTac aqvT mrgvali da 

mogrZo naxvretebi (tab. XXII
2,4

). gaxvretili nimuSebis garda, begTa-

ris damwvar masaSi gvxvdeba mogrZo gauxvretavi firfitebic, ro-

melTa erT boloze rkinisave Reroa Semokruli (tab. XXII
3
). firfi-

tebi erTmaneTTan tyavis TasmebiT unda yofiliyo dakavSirebuli, 

Tumca maTi kvali aRaraa SemorCenili.

CvenSi spilenZis firfitebisagan Sedgenili uZvelesi abjris 

nawilebi cnobilia TrialeTis adreuli brinjaos xanis (Zv. w. III 

aTaswleulis dasasruli) yorRanidan. abjris am saxeobam Semd-

gomSi ganviTarebis didi gza ganvlo [gagoSiZe i. 2004: 130-131; an-

CabaZe i. 2016: 126-136].      

koSkSi mikvleuli begTaris firfitebi forma-moyvanilobiT 

yvelaze axlo dgas webeldis cixeze aRmoCenil begTaris firfi-

tebTan, romlebic sxva masobriv arqeologiur masalasTan erTad, 

zogadad VI-VIII ss-iT TariRdeba [Воронов Ю., Бгажба О. 1985: 84, tab. 

92
18-26

, 94
1-15,20-28

, 95
1
]. 

6. jaWvis perangi saqarTveloSi gamoyenebuli iyo mTeli Sua saukuneebis manZilze. 
is aRmoCenilia zurtaketis erT-erT samarxSi, romelic bizantiuri oqros monetis 
mixedviT, TariRdeba XI s-iT. jaWvis perangis fragmentebi mikvleulia dmanisis naqa-
laqaris XII-XIII ss-is kulturul fenaSi (dm 2739) [ix. WilaSvili l. 1964: 96]. saqarTve-
los mTianeTSi jaWvis perangs XIX s-mde iyenebdnen [ColoyaSvili k. 1956: 281-302]. 
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koSkSi gamovlinda sami fari, ufro swored, farebis rkinis 

umbonebi. maTgan ori sruladaa SemorCenili, erTi naklulia. na-

xevarsferuli moyvanilobis umbons centrSi aqvs rkinis Reraki. 

Zirze Semouyveba brtyeli kide, romelzec samanWvle naxvretebia. 

zogierT naxvretSi manWvlebis fragmentebia SemorCenili. umbo-

nebis simaRle 7-7,5 sm-ia, qveda nawilis diametri _ 16,5-17,5 sm 

(tab. XXIII
1-3

). samive umboni nagebobis samxreT-dasavleT kuTxeSi 

aRmoCnda. 

rogori forma-moyvanilobis iyo sakuTriv fari _ wriuli, ova-

luri, oTxkuTxa Tu sxva _ Zneli saTqmelia. marTalia, umbonebi 

wriulia, magram es ar niSnavs farebis wriulobasac. rac Seexeba ma-

salas, farebi unda yofiliyo xis, romelzec tyavi iyo gadakruli.   

faris umbonebi CvenSi aRmoCenilia istoriuli egrisis Crdi-

lo-dasavleT teritoriaze _ e. w. `webelduri kulturis~ Zeg-

lebze [Трапш М. 1971: 153-156, tab. III
4
, V

4
, VI

2
, XI

2
, XX

2
, XXI

10
, XXX

I2
; 

Гунба М. 1978: tab. XII
3
, XXXVII

6
]. yvela am umbons aqvs erTi forma 

_ maTi zeda nawili konusuria, wawvetebuli da am mxriv isini mni-

Svnelovnad gansxvavdebian cixisZiris naxevarsferuli umbone-

bisagan. cixisZiris umbonebi Tavisi formiT ufro adreul, naxe-

varwriuli moyvanilobis umbonebTan (modinaxe, rgani, Jinvali) 

amJRavneben siaxloves [nadiraZe j. 1975: tab. XX
9
; bragvaZe z. 2000: 

111, sur. 78; CixlaZe v. 2015: 182]. analogiuri formis umbonebi 

adreuli Sua saukuneebis dasavleT evropis ganaTxar Zeglebzec 

gvxvdeba [berulava n. 2009: 169].

sainteresoa rkinis mogrZo, brtyeli firfita. misi farTo, 

centraluri nawilis kideebi gadmoweulia da pirebi erTmaneT-

Tan axlos mitanili. nivTze SemorCenilia samanWvle naxvretebi da 

erTi manWvali (tab. XXIII
7
). artefaqti Zalze waagavs Sua saukuneebSi 

sakmaod farTod gavrcelebul firfitebs, romlebic faris umbo-

nebs zemodan jvaredinad ekvroda. aseTive firfitebi faris zeda-

pirs wriuladac Semouyveboda [Sdr. Горелик М. 2017: 287, sur. 15
3-11

]. 

cixisZiris analogiuri firfitac SeiZleba faris nawili iyos. 



20

arqeologiuri gaTxrebi petra-cixisZirSi

rkinis muzaradi dazianebulia. aklia zeda nawili da erT adgi-

las gaxsnilia. kideze Semouyveba brinjaos sartyeli, romelzec 

SemorCenilia kopebi da rgolebi. rgolebidan mxolod erTia mTe-

li. danarCenebi muzaradis kidezea miWeWyili. rgolebi zaradis _ 

kisris damcavi jaWvis qsovilis misamagrebeli unda yofiliyo. mu-

zaradis diametri 25 sm-ia, SemorCenili simaRle _ 12 sm (tab. XXIV
1
). 

naklulobis miuxedavad, SeiZlebaA iTqvas, rom muzaradi mTlianWe-

dilia da amasTan, ara aqvs arc saTvale Wrilebi da arc sacxvire. 

gamoTqmulia mosazreba, rom liTonis erTi mTliani naWrisagan 

gakeTebuli muzaradis teqnologia romis imperiis dacemis Semdeg 

ax. w. 500 wlisTvis daikarga, ramac SemdgomSi ganapiroba segmentu-

ri muzaradebis farTo gavrceleba [wurwumia m. 2013: 47. lit. ix. 

iqve]. cixisZiris muzaradis mixedviT Tu vimsjelebT, mTlianWedi-

li muzaradebis damzadebis teqnologia VI s-is Sua xanebisTvisac 

jer kidev ar Cans daviwyebuli. 

muzaradze saubrisas unda gavixsenoT, rom XX s-is 60-ian wleb-

Si cixisZiris abanos gaTxrebisas, `yviTelmiwa niadagSi gamovlin-

da rkinis jaWv-muzaradis Zlier dazianebuli naSTi da mis gver-

diT rkinisave muzaradis zeda nawili ... analogiuri nivTis naSTi 

am ubanze amave fenaSi sxvac aRmoCnda~. yviTelmiwa fenis qveS gaiw-

minda damwvar-danaxSirebuli Sre, romelic xanZris kvalis STa-

beWdilebas tovebda [inaiSvili a. 1974: 145]. es sayuradRebo cnoba, 

#5 koSkis damwvar-danaxSirebul masalebTan erTad, TvalnaTliv 

metyvelebs im sastik brZolaze, romelic VI s-is 50-ian wlebSi ga-

marTula cixisZirisaTvis. fragmentulobis gamo, rTulia gasul 

saukuneSi aRmoCenili muzaradis formis warmodgena. Tumca, am Sem-

TxvevaSi isic mniSvnelovania, rom cixisZirSi muzaradi adrec iyo 

mikvleuli. 

sabrZolo iaraRSi rkinis erTi satevari da sami maxvilia. sate-

vari moklea (SemorCenili sigrZe 13,5 sm), ovaluri piriT da nakle-

bad wamaxvilebuli wveriT. iaraRs SuaSi ar dauyveba qedi an Rari 

(tab. XXVII
8
). aklia tari, romelic xis unda yofiliyo. 
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sami maxvilidan erTi calpirlesilia, ori _ orpirlesili. 

calpirlesil maxvils tarze SerCenili aqvs manWvlis kvali. 

taridan pirze gadasvla kuTxovania. maxvilis sigrZe 80,5 sm-ia 

(tab. XXV
1
). 

calpirlesili maxvilis analogebi kargadaa cnobili Crdi-

lo-dasavleT egrisis _ afxazeTis samarovnebidan. mxedvelobaSi 

gvaqvs abgiZraxudan momdinare maxvili, romelic m. TrafSis mier 

ara ugvianes V s-iT aris daTariRebuli [Трапш М. 1971: 144]. calpir-

lesili maxvili aRmoCenilia agreTve afianCas samarovanze [Гунба М. 
1978: 77]. msgavsi iaraRi gavrcelebulia V-VI ss-is CrdiloeT kavkasi-

is Zeglebzec [Ковалевская В. 1981: 178, sur. 62
44

].

orpirlesili maxvilis (sigrZe 90,5 sm) naklul tarze SemorCe-

nilia manWvali. taridan pirze gadasvla kuTxovania. wveri nakle-

badaa wawvetebuli da ovaluri moyvanilobisaa. maxvils xis tari 

unda hqonoda. iaraRi xanZris dros masze mZime sagnis, savaraudod 

Zelis dacemis gamo deformirebulia (tab. XXV
2
). 

meore maxvils SerCenili aqvs taris mcire nawili. is formiT 

TiTqmis imeorebs zemoT aRweril iaraRs, Tumca masze ramdenadme 

moklea da mniSvnelovnad dazianebuli. iaraRis SemorCenili sigr-

Ze 77 sm-ia (tab. XXV
3
).

cixisZiris orpirlesili maxvilebis msgavsi, rogorc ramde-

nadme adreuli, ise Tanadrouli da mogviano nimuSebi, araerTia 

cnobili mTels aRmosavleTSi. gansakuTrebiT damaxasiaTebelia 

isini iranis adreuli Sua saukuneebis materialuri kulturisaT-

vis [Габуев А. 2014: 45. lit. ix. iqve].    

msgavsi orpirlesili maxvilebi gvxvdeba Crdilo-dasavleT 

egrisis teritoriaze: afianCaSi, aCandaraSi da TariRdeba II-IV 

ss-iT [Гунба М. 1978: 76]. isini mikvleulia agreTve: abgiZraxuSi, 

axaCarxuSi, xaSupseSi, merxeulSi, aTaraSi da sxv. [Трапш М. 1971: 

144-145; Гунба М. 1978: 76. lit. ix. iqve]. V-VI ss-is orpirlesili 

maxvilebi SemTxveviT aRmoCnda Sapkis cixis samarovanze da sof. 

azanTaSi [Воронов Ю. и др. 1990: 28-29]. axali welTaRricxvis da-
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sawyisiT daTariRebuli rkinis orpirlesili maxvilebi, romle-

bic dangreuli samarxebidan unda momdinareobdnen, cnobilia 

Cxorowyudanac [Хоштария Н. 1941: 81, tab. VII
1-2

]. V s-s miekuTvneba 

msgavsi maxvili sof. brutis (oseTi) #2 yorRanidan [Габуев А. 2014: 

45, sur. 4]. 

zogadad orpirlesili maxvilebi yovelTvis ramdenadme ufro 

grZelia, vidre calpirlesili nimuSebi. aseTive suraTi gvaqvs 

koSkSi aRmoCenili maxvilebis mixedviTac. droTa ganmavlobaSi or-

pirlesili maxvilebidan ganviTarebuli calpirlesili maxvilebi 

yvelgan TandaTan gabatonebul mdgomareobas ikaveben SeiaraReba-

Si. cixisZiris masalebis mixedviT ise Cans, rom VI s-is Sua xanebisa-

Tvis orive tipis maxvilebi jer kidev Tanaarseboben.

koSkSi sxvadasxva tipis Svidi Subispiri aRmoCnda (tab. XXVI
1-7

).         

I tipSi erTiandeba ganivkveTSi oTxkuTxa piris mqone ori xiStisebri 

Subispiri. erTi maTgani sruladaa SemorCenili. aqvs mrgvalganivk-

veTiani mogrZo masra. Subispiris sigrZe 20 sm-ia (tab. XXVI
1-2

). oTxwa-

xnaga Subispirebi aRmoCenilia afxazeTSi: abgiZraxus, axiacaraxus, 

auaxumaxus samarovnebze [Трапш М. 1971: 150, tab. VIII
2
, XXXIV

10
]. analo-

giuri Subispirebi cnobilia agreTve CrdiloeT kavkasiis adreuli 

Sua saukuneebis Zeglebidan [Дзаттиаты Р. 2014: tab. 171
52

; Дзаттиаты и 
др. 2018: sur. 141]. 

II tips miekuTvneba dabalqediani, Sezneqili frTebis mqone Su-

bispiri, mrgvalganivkveTiani grZeli da gaxsnili masriT, romel-

sac boloSi aqvs samanWvle naxvreti. Subispiris sigrZe 28 sm-ia 

(tab. XXVI
3
). msgavsi formis Subispirebi cnobilia afxazeTis te-

ritoriaze mdebare samarovnebidan: lari [Воронов Ю. 1969: 62, tab. 

XXXVIII
38

; 1975: sur. 29
11

], abgiZraxu [Трапш М. 1971: 150, tab. XXV
8
], 

afianCa [Гунба М. 1978: tab. XVII
3
], `abramovis gora~, `berinis gora~ 

da sxv. [Воронов Ю. и др. 1990: 25, sur. 18
8
, 24

1
]. msgavsi Subispirebi 

aRmoCenilia CrdiloeT kavkasiis VI s-is samarovnebzec [Ковалевская В. 
1981: 178, sur. 62

40
].  
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III tipis Subi xasiaTdeba mogrZo, viwro piriTa da SemaRlebuli 

qediT. gaxsnili masris boloSi SemorCenilia manWvali. Subispiris 

sigrZe 32,5 sm-ia (tab. XXVI
4
). analogiuri Subispirebi istoriuli 

egrisis teritoriaze araerTia cnobili. isini gvxvdeba: cixisZiris 

samarovanze [inaiSvili n. 1993: 83, tab. XXXII
6
], fiWvnarSi [kaxiZe a. da 

sxv. 2000: 78], noqalaqevSi [lomitaSvili d. 2014: tab. XLII
2
], biWvinTa-

Si [lorTqifaniZe g. 1991: tab. XIII
1
], agreTve Sapkas [Воронов Ю. 1975: 

sur. 29
5
], alraxus, abgiZraxus, afianCas [Трапш М. 1971: 150; Гунба М. 

1978: tab. V
5
, XII

6
, XVII

4
, XXV

5
, XXVII

3
, XXVIII

4
, XXXIII

5
], `abramovis goris~ 

samarovnebze da sxv. [Воронов Ю. и др. 1990: 25, sur. 16
10

]. 

IV tipSi erTiandeba dabali qedis mqone ori Subispiri, frTe-

bis boloSi mcire SverilebiT. aqvT farTo, qvemoT mkveTrad gaga-

nierebuli masrebi. erT maTgans masris bolos Semouyveba rgoli. 

Subispiris sigrZe 25,5 sm-ia (tab. XXVI
5
). meore Subispiri naklulia 

(tab. XXVI
6
). 

V tips miekuTvneba Subispiri dabali qediTa da mokle frTe-

biT. grZel Reroze Semouyveba sartyeli. Subispiris sigrZe 28 sm-

ia (tab. XXVI
7
). Subispirebis raodenobis mixedviT, koSkis mcvelebis 

raodenoba Svidi mebrZoliT SeiZleba ganisazRvros.

koSkis sxvadasxva nawilSi gamovlinda rkinis 13 isrispiri. erT 

isrispirs aqvs oTxkuTxaganivkveTiani piri da mniSvnelovnad 

dagrZelebuli yunwi (tab. XXVI
20

). danarCenebi sxvadasxva zomisa 

da forma-moyvanilobis samfrTiani yunwiani isrispirebia (tab. 

XXVI
8-19

). samfrTiani isrispirebi farTodaa gavrcelebuli adreu-

li Sua saukuneebis mTels kavkasiaSi. cixisZiris samfrTiani isri-

spirebis Tanadrouli analogebi aRmoCenilia: mcxeTaSi [afxazava n. 

1979: tab. XXIII
31,33

, XXX
41

; afaqiZe a. da sxv. 2001: 26, tab. IV
1-3

], urbnis-

Si [WilaSvili l. 1964: 124, sur. 55
1-8

]. istoriuli egrisis terito-

riaze isini gvxvdeba: noqalaqevSi [Леквинадзе В., Хведелидзе Л. 1981: 

144; lomitaSvili d. 2014: 61], vardcixeSi [jafariZe v. 1989: 108, tab. 

XXX
2
], biWvinTaSi [lorTqifaniZe g. 1991: tab. XIII

2
], webeldis cixeze 

[Воронов Ю., Бгажба О. 1985: tab. 93
10-14,16-23

], abgiZraxus, axiacaraxus 
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[Трапш М. 1971: 151, tab. XI
10-16

, XXXI
22,23

], Sapkas samarovanze [Воронов Ю. 
1975: sur. 30] da sxv. samfrTiani isrispirebi aseve mravladaa aRmo-

Cenili somxeTis, azerbaijanisa da CrdiloeT kavkasiis adreuli 

Sua saukuneebis ganaTxar Zeglebze [Кафадарян К. 1952: 161, sur. 142; 

Асланов Г. 1955: 68; Ковалевская В. 1981: sur. 62
8
].

moisris aRWurvilobasTan unda iyos dakavSirebuli brinjaos 

patara sworkuTxa nivTi, romelzec uZravadaa mierTebuli mogr-

Zo kauWi (tab. XXVII
4
). analogiuri artefaqtebi kargadaa cnobili 

Crdi loeT kavkasiis adreuli Sua saukuneebis ganaTxari Zeglebi-

dan da maT kaparWebis nawilad miiCneven [Дзаттиаты Р. 2014: tab. 22
11

, 

76
63

, 80
131

, 95
15

, 102
5
, 155

46
, 182

7
, 199

9
, 228

40
; Дзаттиаты и др. 2018: sur. 1

26-27
].

koSkSi rkinis eqvsi culia mikvleuli (tab. XXIV
2-7

). formebis 
mixedviT, maTSi oTxi tipi gamoiyofa. I tipis culis mrgval satare 
naxvretze garedan SemorCenilia manWvlis Tavi. aqvs nakleb gamosa-
xuli dabali CaquCisebri yua, odnav moxrili viwro tani da ramde-
nadme asimetriuli piri (tab. XXIV

2
). 

II tipis culi xasiaTdeba mrgvali satare naxvretiT. aqvs odnav 
morkaluri tani da ramdenadme asimetriuli piri (tab. XXIV

3
). 

III tips miekuTvneba mrgvali satare naxvretis mqone culi masiu-

ri, momaRlo CaquCisebri yuiT, odnav moxrili taniTa da viwro, ram-

denadme asimetriuli piriT (tab. XXIV
4
). culis analogi mikvleulia 

fiWvnaris adreuli Sua saukuneebis #177 samarxSi [kaxiZe a. da sxv. 

2000: 79, sur. 3]. msgavsi culi aRmoCenilia noqalaqevSic [Леквинадзе В., 
Хведелидзе Л. 1981: 144, tab. LI

4
]. analogiuri culebi cnobilia afxaze-

Tidanac [Воронов Ю. 1969: tab. XXXVI
10-12

; 1975: sur. 31
9
].

gansakuTrebul interess iwvevs IV tipis culebi mrgvali sata-

re naxvretiT, moxrili taniT, asimetriuli da farTo piriT. cule-

bi sxvadasxva zomisaa (tab. XXIV
5-7

). analogiuri forma-moyvanilobis 

culebi aRmoCenilia Crdilo-dasavleT egrisis _ afxazeTis Ze-

glebze da maTi TariRi IV-VII ss-iT aris gansazRvruli [Воронов Ю. 
1969: tab. XXXVI

13-20
; 1975: 34-35, sur. 31

1-6
; Воронов Ю. и др. 1990: 24-29, 

sur. 14
16

, 18
5
, 20

13
, 23

5
; Трапш М. 1971: 147-148, sur. 21; Гунба М. 1978: 84, 

tab. VIII
4
, XX

4
, XXV

6
, XXVI

2
, XXXV

5
, XXXIX

6
, XLIII

4
, XLIV

6
, XLVII

1,4
]. 
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amgvar culebs afxazi mkvlevarebi e. w. `webelduri kulturis~ 

maxasiaTebel elementad miiCneven da `webeldur culebad~ moix-

senieben. amis safuZvels maT TiTqos is garemoeba aZlevT, rom aR-

niSnuli tipis culebis umetesoba afxazeTis teritoriazea mik-

vleuli. Sesabamisad, culebis es saxeoba afxazma mkvlevarebma 

afsil-abazgebis kuTvnilebad gamoacxades [Трапш М. 1971: 148; Гунба М. 
1978: 84].  

afxaz mkvlevarTa mosazrebebis sawinaaRmdegod unda iTqvas, 

rom e. w. `webelduri culebis~ aRmoCenis areali istoriuli egri-

sis teritoriaze sakmaod farToa. amitom, Tavis droze gaCnda 

safuZvliani eWvi am artefaqtebis `webeldur culebad~ moxsenie-

bis marTebulobasTan dakavSirebiT [jafariZe v. 1979: 82; lomita-

Svili d., lorTqifaniZe b. 1993: 32; afxazava n. 2010: 47]. 

aseTi culebi aRmoCnda sof. CxalTasa da xutiaSi md. kodoris 

zemo welze, romelic gvianantikur xanasa da adreul Sua saukune-

ebSi misimianelTa (svanuri modgmis tomTa) gansaxlebis arealadaa 

miCneuli. culebi momdinareobs IV-V ss-is darRveuli samarxebidan 

[CarTolani S., cindeliani m. 2010: 10, 14, tab. VI
1-4

, XI
1-2

]. aseTive cu-

lebi gamovlinda md. engurisa (sof. lenjeri) da md. cxeniswylis 

xeobebis (sof. xofuri) V s-is samarxebSi [CarTolani S., cindeliani 

m. 2010: 10]. cixisZiris IV tipis culebis msgavsi miniaturuli arte-

faqti cnobilia vardcixis V-VI ss-is ganaTxari masalidan [jafari-

Ze v. 1989: 107, tab. XXX
1
]. analogiuri culebi gvxvdeba noqalaqevSi 

[Леквинадзе В., Хведелидзе Л. 1981: 144, tab. LI
5
; lomitaSvili d. 2014: 

58-59]. amgvari culebi (2 c.) gamovlinda urekSi [Хоштария Н. 1955: 

sur. 21]. istoriuli egrisis sxva punqtebidan, sadac msgavsi for-

mis culebia aRmoCenili, unda davasaxeloT: leCxumi [cageris ist. 

muz. 2012: 48], Cxari, zugdidis raioni, ajameTi, vani [Артилаква В. 
1976: tab. 21-26; jafariZe v. 1979: 82], jieTi (WiaTurasTan) [sonRu-

laSvili x. 2006: 83], oCxomuri (2 c.), Wuberi, geguTi, sviri, farnali, 

patara jixaiSi, xoni [afxazava n. 2010: 47]. `webelduri kulturis~ 

momcveli teritoriis garda, culis es saxeoba cnobilia soWis mi-

damoebidanac [Воронов Ю. 1979: 52
2-4

].
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samxreT-dasavleT egrisSi (aWaraSi) msgavsi culi aRmoCenilia 

sakuTriv cixisZiris samarovanze IV s-is samarxeul kompleqsSi 

[inaiSvili n. 1993: 83, tab. XXXII
7
]. erTi analogiuri culi gamovlin-

da fiWvnaris IV s-iT daTariRebul #179 samarxSi. meore amgvari 

culi fiWvnarSi SemTxveviTaa aRmoCenili [kaxiZe a. da sxv. 2000: 79, 

sur. 5
16

]. msgavsi culebi mikvleulia md. Woroxis marcxena napirze 

sof. simoneTTan [mamulaZe S., qamadaZe k. 2017: 305, tab. XI
1-2

]. samec-

niero literaturaSi damowmebulia aseTive culis aRmoCenis fa-

qti sof. vernebSic [afxazava n. 2010: 47]. 

rogorc vxedavT, amgvari culebis gavrcelebis areali moica-

vs mTel istoriul egriss. am tipis culebi aSkarad scildebian                 

e. w. `webelduri kulturis~ wres. amdenad, maTi mxolod `webeldu-

ri kulturis~ maxasiaTebel artefaqtebad, `webeldur culebad~ 

da am culebis afsil-abazgebis kuTvnilebad moxsenieba istoriu-

li realobis damaxinjebaa [lomitaSvili d., lorTqifaniZe b. 1993: 

32; afxazava n. 2010: 47]. 

bolo xanebSi, amgvar culebs samecniero literaturaSi arqe-

ologTa da eTnografTa nawili `lazur culebad~ moixsenieben 

[kaxiZe a. da sxv. 2000: 79; kaxiZe n. 2010: 15, 35, sur. 3-6; mamulaZe S., 

qamadaZe k. 2017: 305]. maTi azriT: `rkinis lazuri culi gavrcele-

buli Cans ara mxolod sakuTriv lazeTSi, aramed TiTqmis mTel aR-

mosavleT SavizRvispireTSi da gansakuTrebiT samxreT-dasavleT 

saqarTvelos teritoriaze. is aqtiur xmarebaSi Cans gvianantikuri 

xanidan, gansakuTrebiT ki adre Sua saukuneebidan~ [mamulaZe S., qa-

madaZe k. 2017: 305, tab. XI
1-2

]. 

nakleb damajerebeli Cans am tipis culebis `lazurad~ moxse-

nieba. saqme isaa, rom Crdilo-dasavleT egrisis _ afxazeTis teri-

toriaze aRmoCenili amgvari culebi (160-mde erTeuli) sadReisod 

mainc gacilebiT sWarbobs egrisis mTel danarCen teritoriaze 

mikvleuli culebis saerTo raodenobas. 

e. w. `webelduri culebisaTvis~ sxva mkvlevarebi gvTavazoben 



27

daviT mindoraSvili

termins _ `egrisuli~ [lomitaSvili d., lorTqifaniZe b. 1993: 32; 

lomitaSvili d. 2014: 59; afxazava n. 2010: 50]. magram, am SemTxveva-

Si, jer culebis warmomavlobis adgilobrivi – egrisuli fesvebia 

siRrmiseulad sakvlev-samtkicebeli. Tumca, culebis warmoma-

vlobis am mimarTulebiT kvleva ar unda iyos gamarTlebuli.

Tavis droze, b. kuftins `webelduri culebis~ paralelebad 

germaniasa da bohemiaSi aRmoCenili gvianromauli xanis culebi 

miaCnda [Куфтин Б. 1949: 93]. i. voronovi ̀ webeldur culebs~ evropul 

`franciskebs~ ukavSirebda [Воронов Ю. 1975: 34]. dasavleT evropis 

arqeologiaSi amgvar iaraRs `wverebian culebad~ moixsenieben 

[gamyreliZe g. da sxv. 2018: 74]. v. jafariZis miTiTebiT, `webelduri 

culebis~ paralelebi gvxvdeba germaniis qalaq maincis muzeumis 

fondebSi. amgvari culebis evropaSi da dasavleT saqarTveloSi 

gavrcelebis faqti gamoricxavs aRniSnuli culebis mxolod erTi 

romelime kulturisadmi mikuTvnebas. amdenad, ufro mTavaria am 

culebis genezisis kvleva [jafariZe v. 2006: 179]. 

m. kazanskis azriT, III s-Si kavkasiis SavizRvispireTis sanapiro 

goTebis sazRvao Tavdasxmebs ganicdida, rasac materialur kul-

turaSi germanuli gavlena mohyva. am procesis Sedegi unda iyos 

SeiaraRebis zogierTi saxeobis, kerZod e. w. `webelduri culebis~ 

afxazeTis teritoriaze gavrcelebac. `webelduri culebi~ ro-

maul-germanuli aRWurvilobidan aris gadmoRebuli [Казанский М. 
2015: 33-38].

SemdgomSi, msgavsi Sexeduleba qarTul samecniero literatu-

raSic Cndeba. am mosazrebis Tanaxmad, `webelduri culebi~ impor-

tia, romelic Crdilo-dasavleTidan Semodioda da ukavSirdeboda 

germanuli tomebis gaaqtiurebas. importi saqarTvelos SavizRvi-

spira romaul-bizantiuri garnizonebis meSveobiT xorcieldebo-

da. ax. w. III s-is bolodan iwyeba romauli legionebis `germanizaci-

is~ procesi, rac gulisxmobda ara marto germanuli warmoSobis 

jariskacebis momravlebas legionebSi, aramed germanuli iaraRe-

bis sxvadasxva saxeobebis danergvasac romaul SeiaraRebaSi. dasa-
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vleT saqarTveloSi amgvari culebis gamoCena iwyeba IV s-dan da es 

procesi dakavSirebuli unda iyos romauli garnizonebis TandaTan 

gaaqtiurebasTan Savi zRvis sanapiroze. fiqroben, rom SemdgomSi 

aseTi culebi farTod vrceldeba adgilobriv mosaxleobaSi da 

ukve adgilze xdeba maTi damzadeba. isini iReben lokalur, Tavise-

bur formasac [anCabaZe i. 2016: 75]. amgvari culebi egrisSi marTlac 

farTod vrceldeba, magram jerjerobiT maTi adgilobrivi warmo-

ebis samtkiceblad xelSesaxebi sabuTi ar gvaqvs.  

VI s-is Sua xanebisaTvis sxvadasxva saxeobis rkinis culebi gvx-

vdeba rogorc bizantielebis, ise egriselebisa da iranelebis 

SeiaraRebaSi. iranelebi sabrZolo moqmedebebis dros culebsac 

rom iyenebdnen, gvidasturebs agaTia sqolastikosis cnoba imis 
Sesaxeb, Tu rogor Seuties 555 wels iranelebma fazisSi gamagre-
bul bizantielebs: iranelebs `culebiT mihqondaT ieriSi kedel-

ze – kedeli xom xisa iyo da ase advilad SeiZleboda misi daCexa~ 

[georgika 1936: 114]. 

rkinis ori danidan erTi calpirlesilia, morkaluli. tarze 

aqvs ori samanWvle naxvreti. mesame samanWvle naxvreti Seqmnilia 

satare yunwis morkalviT. danis sigrZe 22 sm-ia (tab. XXVII
6
). meore 

danac calpirlesilia. aklia taris nawili. SemorCenili sigrZe 13 

sm-ia (tab. XXVII
7
). 

saqarTvelos adreuli Sua saukuneebis arqeologiur Zegleb-

ze (nasaxlarebi, samarovnebi) xSiria sxvadasxva forma-moyvanilo-

bis rkinis danebis aRmoCenis faqtebi [afxazava n. 1979: tab. XXX
39,57

,
 

XXXI
19

; inaiSvili n. 1993: tab. XXXIII
4
; lomitaSvili d. 2014: 60; Гунба М. 

1978: tab. VII
3
, XII

5
, XIII

4
, XIV

26
, XV

4
]. 

TavdacviTi xasiaTis aRWurvilobas unda ekuTvnodes brinja-

os ovaluri moyvanilobis nivTis fragmenti (SemorCenili sigr-

Ze 8 sm) (tab. XXVII
9
). artefaqti samklauris an wvivsafaris nawili 

SeiZleba iyos. 

iaraRebis sakid-samagrebis kategorias ekuTvnis rkinis swor-

kuTxa moyvanilobis artefaqtebi, romlebSic savaraudod tya-
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vis Tasmebi eyreboda (tab. XXVII
3,5

). msgavsi funqciis matarebelia 

brinjaos sworkuTxaCarCoiani orwiladi abzindac (tab. XXVII
2
).

ganaTxar masalaSi gvxvdeba ramdenime nivTi, romelTa daniSnu-

leba mTlad garkveuli ar aris. maTgan sainteresoa erTi Ruzisebri 

moyvanilobis artefaqti, romlis grZel Reroze moZravi rgolia 

wamocmuli (tab. XXVII
10

). is romeliRac nivTis nawilia. artefaqtis 

daniSnulebaze jerjerobiT mxolod es SeiZleba iTqvas. 

aseve romeliRac nivTis detalia oTxkuTxaganivkveTiani mogr-

Zo Rero, masze SemorCenili moZravi rgoliT. Rero bolovdeba ga-

xvretili oTxkuTxediT (tab. XXVII
11

). nivTi waagavs maxvilis tars, 

Tumca is maxvilis nawili araa. 

interess iwvevs koSkSi aRmoCenili rkinis namglebis simravle 

_ Svidi erTeuli. namglebi SemorCenilia mTeli nimuSebiTa da pi-

ris fragmentebiT (tab. XXVIII). mTlian nimuSebs yunwze aqvs samanW-

vle naxvretebi da manWvlebi xis taris dasagebad (tab. XXVIII
1,2,6

). am 

periodis namglis analogebi CvenSi naklebad mogvepoveba. msgav-

si rkinis namgali aRmoCenilia urbnisis adreuli Sua saukuneebis 

kulturul fenaSi.7

TiTqos ucnaurad gamoiyureba amdeni sabrZolo aRWurvilobis 

gverdiT sruliad gansxvavebuli, sameurneo daniSnulebis iaraRe-

bis _ namglebis aRmoCena. magram ucnauri aq araferia, Tu gaviTva-

liswinebT, rom namgali cxenosani meomrebis saWiro da aucilebe-

li iaraRi iyo gansakuTrebiT maSin, roca isini cixeebSi TavdacviT 

brZolebs awarmoebdnen. xangrZlivi alyis pirobebSi cixis teri-

toriaze Tavmoyril cxenebs sWirdeboda sakvebi. amitom, alyis 

dawyebamde yvela mxedari uzrunvelyofda Tavis cxens balaxis rac 

SeiZleba didi maragiT. Cans, cixisZirSi gamagrebuli jaris didi 

nawili cxenosani meomrebi iyvnen. swored am garemoebiT aixsneba 

erT patara koSkSi mravalricxovan sabrZolo iaraRTan amdeni nam-

glis aRmoCenis faqti.   

sainteresoa, rom namglebis ricxvi (7 c.) emTxveva Subebis (7 c.) 

7. saqarTvelos istoriis narkvevebi, t. II, Tbilisi, 1973. urbnisis arqeologiuri masa-
lis ilustracia. 
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raodenobas da erTi erTeuliT metia culebis (6 c.) raodenobaze. 

es kidev erTxel miuTiTebs imaze, rom koSkis mcvelTa ricxvi Svid 

meomarze meti ar unda yofiliyo. mebrZolebis ufro didi raode-

noba mcire farTobis nagebobaSi verc moTavsdeboda da brZolis 

dros maT swrafi manevrireba-reagirebis saSualebac ar eqnebodaT. 

rkinis lagami erTi calia mikvleuli (tab. XXVII
1
). im dros, roca 

cixisZirSi gamagrebuli jaris ZiriTad nawils kavaleria Seadgen-

da, bunebrivia, #5 koSkSi lagmis aRmoCena moulodnelad ar ga-

moiyureba. msgavsi lagmebi gvxvdeba adreuli Sua saukuneebis Cr-

dilo-dasavleT egrisis teritoriaze, afxazeTis samarovnebze: 

abgiZraxu, axiacaraxu, Sapka, webelda, afianCa [Трапш М. 1971: tab. 

III
8
, XLIX

1,12,17
; Воронов Ю. 1975: sur. 34

1,3-6
; Гунба М. 1978: tab. XXI

8
]. V-VI 

ss-iT daTariRebuli analogiuri artefaqtebi cnobilia soWis mi-

damoebidan [Крым ... 2003: tab. 75
11-13,15,16

]. lagmebis aRmoCenis faqtebi 

xSiria CrdiloeT kavkasiis adreuli Sua saukuneebis sxvadasxva Ze-

glebzec [Ковалевская В. 1981: sur. 62
1,2,33-35,57

]. 

liTonis nivTebidan sainteresoa 19 sm sigrZis brinjaos erTi 

mTliani kovzi da kovzis taris ori fragmenti (tab. XXIII
4-6

). koSkSi 

aRmoCenili kovzis zusti analogi cnobilia ubnisidan. l. WilaSvi-

li mas gvianantikuri xanis fenidan momdinare nivTad ganixilavda 

da imasac miuTiTebda, rom kulturul fenaSi, sadac kovzi aRmoCn-

da, mikvleuli iyo agreTve sakinZi xelis gamosaxulebiT [WilaSvi-

li l. 1964: 58, sur. 29]. urbnisis Semdeg, CvenSi sakmaod momravlda 

xelisgamosaxulebiani sakinZebis aRmoCenis faqtebi. amgvari sakin-

Zebi cnobilia: mcxeTidan (samTavros samarovani), armazisxevidan, 

martazisxevidan, tuiaqoCoradan, wyneTidan, magraneTidan, Jinva-

lidan, qvemo alevidan da sxv. isini yvelgan VI-VIII ss-iT TariRdeba 

[nikolaiSvili v. 1978: 167, sur. 650-651; jorbenaZe b. 1982: 70-71, sur. 

17
1
; 1998: 42, tab. X-1

1
; afxazava n. 1988: 62-64, tab. XXXI

17
]. amdenad, ur-

bnisuli kovzica da imave kulturul fenaSi aRmoCenili xelisga-

mosaxulebiani sakinZic adreul Sua saukuneebs unda ekuTvnodes 

da ara gvianantikur xanas. 
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liTonis nivTebs Soris mravalricxovania rkinis sxvadasxva 

zomis oTxkuTxaganivkveTiani lursmnebi (tab. XXVII
12

). maTi sigrZe 

5,5-23 sm-s Soris meryeobs. lursmnebi koSkis xis konstruqciebTan 

iyo dakavSirebuli.8  

* * *

§ 3. monetebi. mniSvnelovani informaciis Semcvelia koSkSi 
mikvleuli vercxlis 98 sasanuri moneta. maTgan 94 ganZis saxiT 
gamovlinda. koSkis centrSi, miwatkepnil iatakSi amoWril patara 
ormoSi monetebi oTx svetad iyo Calagebuli (tab. XXIX

1-94
). oTxi mo-

neta aRmoCnda nagebobis sxvadasxva nawilSi (tab. XXIX
95-98

). sami mone-
tis garda,9 yvela kargadaa Semonaxuli. monetebis Sublze gamosa-
xulia mefis portreti, zurgze _ sakurTxevelze anTebuli wminda 
cecxli, romelsac aqeT-iqidan ori Subosani icavs (tab. XXIX

1-95
). 

numizmat m. patariZis gansazRvriT, maTgan yvelaze adreulia fe-
rozis (458-488) mier moWrili fuli. Semdeg modis valaSis (484-488) 
da kavadis (488-531) monetebi. yvelaze gviandelia xosro I (531-579) 
saxeliT moWrili nimuSebi.

monetebiT kargad isazRvreba koSkSi mikvleuli artefaqtebis 
TariRi. rogorc aRiniSna, monetebidan yvelaze gviandelia xosro I 
saxeliT moWrili fuli. xosro I monetebTan erTad, Tu gaviTvali-
swinebT koSkSi aRmoCenili artefaqtebis paralelebs, romlebic 
umetesad V-VI ss-iT TariRdeba, agreTve werilobiTi wyaroebis mo-
nacemebs, sadac dawvrilebiTaa aRwerili bizantielTa da egrisel-
Ta sastiki brZola petraSi gamagrebuli sparselebis winaaRmdeg, 

ganaTxari masalis ganmarxvis TariRad unda miviCnioT VI s-is Sua 

xanebi, konkretulad - 551 weli.

8. ganaTxar masalaSi minis nakeToba erTi erTeulia. es aris minis WurWlis pir-yelisa 
da Ziris natexebi (tab. XIX

1
). mina Txelkedliania. cecxlis zemoqmedebis gamo feri ar 

dgindeba. aseve rTulia WurWlis formis sruli saxiT warmodgena.
9. sami moneta erTmaneTze iyo miduRebuli. maTgan mxolod erTis gamocalkeveba mox-
erxda (tab. XXIX

96-98
). cudi daculobis miuxedavad, samive monetis sasanuroba eWvs ar 

iwvevs.  



32

arqeologiuri gaTxrebi petra-cixisZirSi

monetebiT, romelTagan yvela sasanuria, cxadi xdeba, rom koSk-

Si gamagrebuli mebrZolebi iyvnen iranelebi da maTve ekuTvnodaT 

nagebobaSi aRmoCenili mravalricxovani sabrZolo Tu sxva dani-

Snulebis nivTebi. amdenad, kidev erTxel vrwmundebiT, rom koSkSi 

datrialebuli movlenebi swored 551 wels unda momxdariyo.

savaraudod, monetebi iraneli mebrZolebis xelfasisaTvis gan-

kuTvnili fulia (m. patariZe). Cans, iranelTa erT-erTma Sedare-

biT maRali Tanamdebobis mqone samxedro meTaurma (am raodenobis 

fuls rigiT mebrZols ar andobdnen) brZolis win fuli gadamala 

da gasagebi mizezis gamo misi amoReba veRar moaxerxa.

monetebze msjelobisas unda gavixsenoT cixisZiris midamoebSi 

gasuli saukunis dasawyisSi SemTxveviT aRmoCenili sasanuri draq-

mebi, romlebic amJamad x. axvledianis saxelobis aWaris saxelmwi-

fo muzeumSia daculi. s. janaSia maT did mniSvnelobas aniWebda 

petra-cixisZiris adreuli Sua saukuneebis istoriisa da saerTod 

egrisis teritoriaze `didi omianobis~ Seswavlis sakiTxisaTvis 

[janaSia s. 1949: 43-44]. amasTan dakavSirebiT, sainteresoa agreTve, 

baTumis arqeologiur muzeumSi daculi xosro I erTi upasporto 

draqmac [varSalomiZe i. 2016: 29]. es monetebi ar unda moxvedri-

liyo istoriuli egrisis samxreT-dasavleT teritoriaze mSvido-

biani savaWro-ekonomikuri urTierTobebis gziT. didi albaTobiT, 

isinic iranel mebrZolebs ekuTvnodaT. 

ganZTan erTadaa aRmoCenili vercxlis msxliseburi moyvani-

lobis sakidi, romelic yunwiT mierTebulia brinjaos naklul 

rgolze. sakidis SigTavsi mkvrivi masaa, romelzec vercxlis Zal-

ze Txeli firfitaa Semokruli (tab. XXIX
99

). sakidis qveda nawili 

dazianebulia. Cans, es sakidi-amuleti misi patronisTvis imdenad 

Zvirfas nivTs warmoadgenda, rom brZolis win moixsna da vercxlis 

monetebTan erTad gadamala. 

amrigad, koSkSi mikvleuli nivTebi udavod iraneli mebrZo-

lebis kuTvnilebaa. rac Seexeba maT warmomavlobas, arqeologiur 
masalaSi iranulis garda, gvxvdeba rogorc adgilobrivi, ise bi-
zantiis aRmosavleT provinciebSi damzadebuli artefaqtebi. es 
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upirvelesad keramikul nawarms exeba. iaraRis nawili iranelTa 
mier alafis saxiTac SeiZleba iyos mopovebuli (mag. e. w. `webel-
duri tipis~ culebi). calkeuli sabrZolo aRWurvilobis konkre-
tuli warmomavlobis garkveva SemdgomSi safuZvlian kvleva-Ziebas 

moiTxovs.

* * *

§ 4. qvis nivTebi. koSkSi aRmoCenili qvis nivTebidan sainteresoa 

luTeriis formis didi WurWeli, romelsac erTmaneTis mopirda-

pire oTxi Sverili aqvs. Sverilebidan erTi siTxis gadmosaRvreli 

tuCia. WurWlis Ziri farToa, uquslo. Sidapiri kargad gaxexil-ga-
prialebulia. kedlebi sqelia10 (tab. XX

6
). artefaqti formiT waaga-

vs Tixis luTeriebs. nivTi imdenad didi da Sesabamisad mZimea, rom 
is ueWvelad stacionaluri WurWelia, gadasaadgileblad sruliad 
mouxerxebeli. nivTis zusti funqciis dadgena Znelia.

arqeologiur masalaSi xelwisqvilis xuTi qvaa. isini damzade-
bulia bazaltis magari jiSis qvebisagan (tab. XX

1-5
). xelwisqvilis 

qvebi cixisZirSi 1962-1965 wlebSi Catarebuli gaTxrebis drosac 
aRmoCnda [inaiSvili a. 1974: tab. XII

2
]. cixisZiris xelwisqvilebis 

Tanadrouli paralelebi gvxvdeba webeldis cixezec [Воронов Ю., 
Бгажба О. 1985: tab. 87

4,6,7
]. 

egrisis `didi omianobis~ dros jarebis puriT momaragebasTan 
dakavSirebiT, xelwisqvilebis garda, saintereso informacias iZ-
leva koSkis gaTxrebisas aRmoCenili damwvar-danaxSirebuli mar-
cvleulis nimuSebi da werilobiTi wyaroebi. prokopi kesarieli 

Tavis TxzulebaSi bizantielTa jarebis sursaTiT momaragebis sa-

kiTxebze saubrisas samgzis miuTiTebda imaze, rom lazikaSi ar mo-
dis xorbali [georgika 1965: 51, 73, 96]. misive cnobiT: `iq ramdenad-
me qvrima modioda~, riTac `lazebi axerxebdnen, Cveulebisamebr, 
Tavis gamokvebas~. fiqroben, rom qvrima unda iyos fetvi [georgika 

10. WurWlis zomebi: simaRle 17 sm, piris diametri 29 sm, Ziris diametri 17,5 sm, ke-
dlebis sisqe 4,5 sm.
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1965: 52. ix. SeniSvna]. fetvi, romelic lazikaSi arc Tu didi rao-
denobiT (Sdr. `ramdenadme modioda~) mohyavdaT da maRali kalo-
riulobiTac ar gamoirCeoda, mebrZoli jaris sakvebad naklebad 
gamodgeboda. amis gamo, bizantielebs Tavisi jaris samyofi puri 
Tavisave qveynidan SemohqondaT. 

koSkSi aRmoCenili xelwisqvilebi mniSvnelovani wyaroa egris-
Si iranelTa jaris puriT momaragebis sakiTxis Sesaswavlad. cno-

bilia, rom iranelTa jaris puriT uzrunvelyofa upiratesad 

xdeboda marcvleulis da ara fqvilis saxiT, radgan Sor manZilze 

marcvleulis transportireba gacilebiT ufro mosaxerxebeli 

iyo. marcvali Semdgom adgilze ifqveboda xelwisqvilebis saSua-

lebiT. 

iranelebs Tavisi jarisaTvis saWiro sursaTi iberiidan (qarT-
lidan) SemohqondaT. amis Sesaxeb prokopi kesarieli orgzis miu-
TiTebda: petraSi gamagrebuli iranelebis dasaxmareblad misulma 
sardalma mermeroem mTeli sursaTi petras mcvelebs dautova _ 
`yvelaferi rac jarma iberiidan moitana, petraSi datova~ [geor-

gika 1965: 112]. iranelTa jarebis iberiidan momaragebis Sesaxeb Tx-

zulebis sxva adgilasac aris miTiTebuli: fazisTan damarcxebul 

iranelebs brZolis velze darCaT uamravi sursaT-sanovage. `roma-

elebma da lazebma sxva sursaTic da auarebeli fqvilic11 ipoves iq 

da yvelaferi dawves, rac ki barbarosebs iberiidan wamoeRoT, raTa 

petraSi SemoetanaT~ [georgika 1965: 117]. 

s. janaSias azriT, miTiTeba aRniSnuli sursaTis iberiidan Se-

motanis Sesaxeb, imas unda gulisxmobdes, rom aq qarTli moiazre-

ba, rogorc puris mwarmoebeli qveyana da ara rogorc satranzito, 

gamtari saxelmwifo. Zalze saeWvoa, rom es sanovage, pirvel rigSi 

ki marcvleuli, qarTlSi Semotanili yofiliyo romelime mezobe-

li qveynidan, Tundac somxeTidan da miTumetes iranidan. iranelebs 

SeeZloT es marcvleuli xarkis naturaluri saxiTac aeRoT, magram 

11. aq saubari unda iyos Camotanili marcvleulis adgilze dafqvili maragis dawvis 
Sesaxeb. rogorc ukve aRiniSna, jaris puriT momarageba xdeboda ara fqvilis, aramed 
marcvleulis saxiT.
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ufro safiqrebelia, rom es puri nawilobriv mainc Sesyiduli iyo 

[janaSia s. 1949: 92].

cixisZiris #5 koSkSi gamovlenili jaWvis perangis qimiur-la-

boratoriuli gawmendisas, perangis wnulebSi aRmoCnda marcvleu-

lis nimuSebi. marcvleulis nimuSebi gamovlinda agreTve koSkis 

iatakis doneze damwvar-danaxSirebul fenaSi. jaWvis perangze Se-

morCenili marcvleuli aris rbili xorbali _ Triticum aestivum L da 

kilianmarcvliani qeri _ Hordeum vulgare L. jaWvis perangis wnule-

bidan gamocalkevebul marcvleulSi daaxloebiT 2/3 xorbalia, 1/3 

ki qeri. 

Tu davuSvebT, rom es narevi Sereuli naTesis mosavals war-

moadgenda, maSin gasagebia xorblisa da qeris aseTi procentuli 

Tanafardoba. Tesvis am Sereul meTods warsulSi farTod iyeneb-

dnen saqarTveloSi, gansakuTrebiT mis mTian nawilSi, sadac qeris 

da xorblis simbiozuri urTierTdamokidebulebis gamo, mosavlis 

aRebas Cveulebrivze ori kviriT mokle periodi sWirdeba, rac 

mTis mokle zafxulis pirobebSi gansakuTrebiT mniSvnelovani iyo. 

magram, savaraudod, xorblisa da qeris Sereva moxda ara Tavidan-

ve, e. i. Tesvis pirobebSi, aramed mogvianebiT, koSkze gaafTrebuli 

Setevisa da misi dawva-ganadgurebis dros. koSkis iatakis donidan 

aRebuli meore nimuSis identifikaciisas masSi mxolod kilianmar-

cvliani qeri gamovlinda.   

marcvleulis nimuSebi gansazRvra paleobotanikosma n. rusi-

Svilma, romlis azriT, xorbalTan SedarebiT, qers ar gaaCnia maRa-

li sacxobi Tvisebebi, ar axasiaTebs forianoba. qers upiratesad 

cxovelTa sakvebad iyenebdnen. amdenad, koSkSi mikvleuli qeric 

ZiriTadad cxenebisTvis unda yofiliyo gankuTvnili.  

rogorc koSkSi aRmoCenili paleobotanikuri masalebi, ise we-

rilobiTi wyaroebi mowmobs, rom iranelebs jaris sursaT-sanovagiT 

momarageba maRal doneze hqondaT mogvarebuli. prokopi kesarielis 

cnobiT, bizantielTa mier petras aRebis Semdeg: `uamravi aRmoCnda 

iq puri, damarilebuli xorci da sxva sursaTic: alyaSemortymulT 

is xuTi wlis ganmavlobaSi eyofodaT~ [georgika 1965: 178]. 
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T a v i  IV

cixisZiris istoriis zogierTi problema

§ 1. petra-cixisZiris igiveobis sakiTxisaTvis. ¹###5 koSkSi 

araerTi sayuradRebo artefaqtis aRmoCenam saSualeba mogvca 

gvemsjela iseT mniSvnelovan problemaze, rogoricaa petra-cixi-

sZiris igiveobis sakiTxi. cnobilia, rom bizantiis imperatorma 

iustinianem (527-565) iranelebTan ukiduresad gamwvavebuli ur-

TierTobis gamo, egrisis samefos sanapiro zolze arsebuli cixe-

ebi gaamagra. am simagreTa ricxvSi iyo petrac [georgika 1965: 74; 

Леквинадзе А. 1973: 174]. 

petras lokalizaciisas mkvlevarTa nawilma saamisod yvela-

ze Sesaferis adgilad cixisZiris midamoebi miiCnia. ierusalimis 

patriarqis dosiTeozis (XVII s.) mogzaurobis CanawerebSi, bizan-

tiur werilobiT wyaroebSi araerTgzis moxseniebuli petra cixi-

sZirTan aris gaigivebuli. imave azrs aviTarebdnen Tavis naSro-

mebSi XIX s-is mogzaurebi da mkvlevarebi: k. koxi, e. veidenbaumi, 

i. kalfoRlu,   f. bruni da sxv. [inaiSvili n. 1993: 4. lit. ix. iqve].

s. janaSia pirveli iyo, vinc Seecada petra-cixisZiris igiveobis 

sakiTxi mecnierulad daesabuTebina. werilobiTi wyaroebis anali-

zis safuZvelze mkvlevari mivida im daskvnamde, rom petra saZebnia 

guria-aWaris sanapiro zolSi, md. rionisa da Woroxis SesarTavebs 

Soris. misi azriT, `mxolod cixisZirs SeSvenis is topografiuli 

niSnebi, romelsac gvawvdis prokopi kesarieli qalaq petras Sesa-

xeb~ [janaSia s. 1949: 33]. s. janaSias Sexeduleba petra-cixisZiris 

igiveobis Sesaxeb gaiziara am problemiT dainteresebuli mkvle-

varebis umravlesobam (n. berZeniSvili, n. lomouri, n. xoStaria,             

p. ingoroyva, v. siWinava, k. meliTauri, v. leqvinaZe, d. xaxutaiSvi-
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li, d. musxeliSvili  da sxv.). SemdgomSi petra-cixisZiris igiveo-

bis problemas ramdenime naSromi miuZRvna a. inaiSvilma, romelic 

werilobiT wyaroebTan erTad, iyenebda cixisZiris arqeologiur 

masalasac [inaiSvili a. 1974: 102-103].

petra-cixisZiris igiveobis sakiTxSi eWvi Seitana g. grigoliam. 

misi azriT, prokopi kesarielTan moxseniebuli boas-fasis-akamf-

sisi igive md. Woroxia. xolo petra Woroxis samxreTiT q. xofas mi-

damoebSia saZebni. xofas sanapiro xasiaTdeba kldovani reliefiT, 

ris gamoc am adgilisaTvis SeiZleba ewodebinaT `petra~. xofas mi-

damoebSi dRemde SemorCa berZnul-lazuri hidronimi `petro-Ra-

li~, rac kldis Reles niSnavs. xofa unda yofiliyo VI s-Si lazikis 

samxreTi sazRvari. xofas cixisZirisagan gansxvavebiT, gaaCnia kar-

gi navsadguri, romelic aucileblad unda hqonoda iseT mniSvne-

lovan strategiul punqts, rogoric petra iyo. swored xofa da 

ara cixisZiri mdebareobs im umniSvnelovanesi gzebis gasayarze, 

romlis Sesaxeb s. janaSia aRniSnavda. petras xofasTan identifika-

ciis SemTxvevaSi gaugebrobas aRar iwvevs prokopi kesarielis ara-

erTgzis miTiTeba imis Sesaxeb, rom qalaqi petra gaSenebulia la-

zikis im nawilSi (md. fasisis marcxena sanapiro), romelic mwiri da 

dausaxlebeli iyo [grigolia g. 1994: 11-78].

n. inaiSvili Seusabamobas xedavs prokopi kesarielis mier pe-

tras aRwerilobasa da cixisZiris topografiaSi. maSin, roca ar-

qeologiuri monacemebis mixedviT, IV-V ss-Si cixisZiris midamoebi 

sakmaod intensiuradaa dasaxlebuli, aradamajereblad gamoiyu-

reba prokopi kesarielis ganmarteba, TiTqos `im adgilas, sadac wi-

naT adamianebs arasodes ar ucxovriaT, iustiniane mefem Cems dros 

qalaqi petra gaaSena~ [georgika 1965: 83, 101; inaiSvili n. 1993: 115]. 

n. inaiSvilis mixedviT, petra-cixisZiris igiveobis argumentaci-

is sisworeSi daeWvebis safuZvels qmnis agreTve cixisZirTan navsad-

guris ararseboba, vinaidan navsadguris gareSe Zneli warmosadgenia 

iseTi strategiuli da savaWro punqti, rogoric petra iyo. amdenad, 

misi azriT, petras lokalizaciis sakiTxi bolomde gadaWrilad ver 
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CaiTvleba. mkvlevari varaudobs, rom SesaZloa, V s-is dasawyisis 

berZnul wyaroSi _ `Notitia dignitatum~ moxseniebuli aRmosavleT Sa-

vizRvispireTSi ganlagebuli romauli garnizonebis sadgomebidan 

erT-erTi, kerZod `moxora~, cixisZiri iyos [georgika 1961: 168-178; 

inaiSvili n. 1993: 115-116].

prokopi kesarielis cnoba, TiTqos iustinianem cixe-qalaqi 

gaaSena iq, sadac adre adamianebs ar ucxovriaT, ra Tqma unda rea-

lobisgan Sors dgas. arqeologiuri gaTxrebiT dasturdeba, rom im 

periodisaTvis cixisZiris midamoebSi karga xania arsebobda dasax-

leba [inaiSvili n. 1993: 15-80]. sakiTxTan dakavSirebiT, sayuradRe-

boa prokopi kesarielis Txzulebis sxva adgili, sadac aRniSnu-

lia, rom `petra umniSvnelo iyo winaT~ [georgika 1965: 83]. es cnoba 

cixisZiris imdroindel viTarebas ukve sxvagvarad warmogvidgens. 

irkveva, rom petra ukacriel teritoriaze ki ar auSenebia iusti-

nianes, rogorc amas Txzulebis erT adgilas amtkicebda avtori, 

aramed iq iyo dasaxleba, rac srul TanxmobaSia cixisZirSi gamov-

lenil gvianantikur da adreuli Sua saukuneebis arqeologiur ma-

salasTan [Sdr. inaiSvili n. 1993: 15-80]. 

is, rom iustinianes samSeneblo moRvaweobamde prokopi kesa-

rieli petras dausaxlebel an umniSvnelo punqtad miiCnevda, es sa-

kiTxis irgvliv avtoris nakleb informirebuloba ki araa, aramed 

miseuli xedvaa dasaxlebaTa masStabebis mimarT. cixisZiri da misi 

mimdebare teritoriebi VI s-Si, ra Tqma unda, ukacrieli ar iyo da es 

arqeologiuri masalebiTac kargad Cans. magram ra viTarebac unda 

yofiliyo, imperatoris gandidebis mizniT, prokopi kesariels 

mainc unda eTqva, rom petras midamoebi ukacrieli iyo da qalaqis 

aSeneba iustinianes damsaxurebaa. Tumca, Txzulebis sxva adgilas 

avtori ar malavs, rom petra adrec arsebobda, iustinianem ki is 

Zlier cixe-simagred aqcia.

petra-cixisZiris igiveobasTan mimarTebaSi gavixsenoT rogor 

aRwerda prokopi kesarieli petras da yuradReba mivaqcioT aRwe-

ris calkeul detalebs: `qalaqi petra miuvalia jer erTi zRvis 

mxriT, mere cicabo kldeebiT, romelic iq yovelmxriT aris aR-
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marTuli: aqedan aris, rom mas es saxelwodeba xvda wilad. mxolod 

erTi Sesavali aqvs mas dablobSi, isic arc Tu ise farTo: vinai-

dan mis orive mxares araCveulebrivi kldeebia dakidebuli. rad-

gan imaT, romelTac qalaqi pirvelad aaSenes, winaswar ganWvrites, 

raTa zRudis is nawili ar yofiliyo advili ieriSebisaTvis, da 

grZe li kedlebi gaakeTes aq did manZilze TiToeuli kldis gasw-

vriv da am kedlebis orive mxares ori koSki aages~ [georgika 1965: 

85-86]. prokopi kesarieli TxzulebaSi saubrobda mxolod petras 

akropolisze, TavdacviT sistemaze da ara qalaqze, romelic, ro-

gorc cnobilia zRvispira dablob zolSi iyo ganfenili. mivyveT 

aRweras da SevadaroT is cixisZiris akropolisis topografias.

XIX-XX ss-Si cixisZiris cixis reliefis mkveTri cvlilebebis 

miuxedavad, raSic didi roli iTamaSa cixesa da zRvas Soris sar-

kinigzo magistralis gayvanam, am midamoebSi baTumis navsadguri-

saTvis qvis mopovebam, mogvianebiT cixis samxreT da aRmosavleT 

ferdze limonariumisa Tu gzis mSeneblobam da sxva, is dResac 

inarCunebs im topografiul niSnebs, romlebzec prokopi kesarie-

li mogviTxrobda. kerZod: miuvalia zRvidan; akropolisi ki aR-

marTulia or maRal da TiTqmis yvela mxridan miuval kldeze.12 am 

mxriv, wyaroseul aRwerasa da realur viTarebas Soris gansxvaveba 

TiTqmis ar Cans.

prokopi kesarielis mixedviT, cixe-simagres erTaderTi `Sesa-

vali aqvs  dablobSi~. dablobSi arsebuli SesasvlelisaTvis yvela-

ze ufro Sesaferisi adgili cixisZiris akropolisis qveda nawilSi, 

zRudis ormagi kedlebis midamoebSi iyo savaraudo. marTlac, ga-

suli saukunis 60-ian wlebSi am teritoriaze Catarebulma gaTxreb-

ma VI s-is sasimagro kedelSi gamoavlina karibWe, romelic werilo-

biT wyaroSi moxseniebuli petras Sesasvleli unda yofiliyo (tab. 

XXX) [inaiSvili a. 1971a: 104; 1974: 128, 138]. magram am karis aRmoCenam 

erTi mniSvnelovani winaaRmdegoba gaaCina. saqme isaa, rom akropo-

12. sadReisod akropolisi SedarebiT advili misadgomia aRmosavleTidan. cixis es 
nawili VI s-Sic mowyvladi unda yofiliyo. jer sparselebis, Semdeg ki bizantielebis 
orgzis Seteva petra-cixisZiris akropolisze ZiriTadad am mimarTulebiT unda ganx-
orcielebuliyo.
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lisis zeda nawilSi, zRudis aRmosavleT kedelSi, romelSic Ra-

riani kramitebiT Sedgenili jvaria, aris cixis sxva karic (tab. I
3-4

). 

Tavis droze igi VI s-is karibWed, xolo jvari petras saepiskopo-

so kaTedris adgilsamyofelis aRmniSvnel simbolod iqna miCneu-

li [inaiSvili a. 1971a: 104; 1974: 139]. gamodis, rom cixisZirs hqonda 

ori kari. prokopi kesarieli ki dabejiTebiT petras mxolod erTi 

Sesasvlelis Sesaxeb miuTiTebda. akropolisSi meore karis arsebo-

bam petra-cixisZiris igiveobis momxreebis poziciebi garkveulwi-

lad Seasusta [samxreT-dasavleT saqarTvelos ... 2009: 104]. 

xazgasmiTaa aRsaniSnavi, rom akropolisis zeda nawilSi, krami-
tebiT Sedgenil jvarTan arsebuli karibWe agebulia ara VI s-Si, ara-
med gvian, citadelis Semdgomi aRorZinebis dros, X s-Si da amdenad, 
misi arseboba petra-cixisZiris igiveobaze msjelobisas araa saT-
valavSi misaRebi. cnobilia, rom mTavarsardalma bessam: `petras 
zRude miwasTan gaaswora~, akropolisis `kedeli mTlad daangria~ 
da a. S. Tu jvrisgamosaxulebian Sesasvlels da masTan organulad 
dakavSirebul dRemde TiTqmis ucvleli saxiT SemorCenil akro-
polisis kedlebs VI s-Si agebulad miviCnevT, maSin gaugebari xde-
ba, ra daangries berZnebma petras cixeze 551 wlis brZolis Semdeg? 
amasTan, warmoudgenelia, rom iranelebs cxra wlis ganmavlobaSi, 
roca isini petra-cixisZirs flobdnen, xeluxleblad daetovebi-
naT cixis SesasvlelTan, yvelaze TvalsaCino adgilas arsebuli 
jvari. aRniSnuli Sesasvleli da mis kedelSi arsebuli jvari mo-

gvianoa _ citadelis aRdgenis xanisaa (tab. I
3-4

).13 amrigad, VI s-Si 

petra-cixisZirs unda hqonoda mxolod erTi Sesasvleli, rogorc 

amas prokopi kesarieli aRniSnavda. zemoT ukve iTqva, rom prokopi 

kesarielis mier naxsenebi kari cixisZiris ormagi zRudis midamoe-

bSi, kerZod dasavleT kedelSi gasuli saukunis 60-ian wlebSi iqna 

mikvleuli [inaiSvili a. 1974: 128, 138]. 

Semdeg, prokopi kesarielis TxzulebaSi moxseniebuli karis 

orive mxares `dakidebuli kldeebi~ sxva araferia, Tu ara akropo-

lisis CrdiloeTi da samxreTi kldeebi, romlebic cixisZirisadmi 

13. am ubanze SemorCenilia osmalTa batonobis xanaSi agebuli mogviano kedlebic.
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miZRvnil literaturaSi, ratomRac, yvelgan `borcvebadaa~ saxel-

debuli (ix. Tavi I). kldeebi erTmaneTTan VI s-is sasimagro kedliTa 

da am kedelSi arsebuli kariTaa dakavSirebuli (tab. XXX). amdenad, 

arc aq Cans raime winaaRmdegoba petras aRwerasa da cixisZiris to-

pografias Soris.

aseve sainteresoa wyaros Semdegi cnoba _ `am kedlebis orive 
mxares ori koSki aages~. maSasadame, petras or kldes Soris aSene-
buli kedlebis orive mxares e. i. kideebSi koSkebi mdgara. ra viTa-
rebaa am mxriv cixisZirSi? VI s-is zRudis kedeli, romelSic cixis im 
droisaTvis erTaderTi Sesasvleli iyo, aSenebulia akropolisis 
samxreT da CrdiloeT kldes Soris, xolo kedlis kideebSi, orive 
mxares, kldeebze koSkebia aRmarTuli. samxreT kldeze koSkis nan-
grevebis arsebobis Sesaxeb jer kidev s. janaSia miuTiTebda. am ad-
gilas koSkis naSTebi 1962 welsac dadasturda [janaSia s. 1949: 43; 
inaiSvili a. 1974: 118-119]. meore koSki ki dResac dgas akropolisis 
CrdiloeTi kldis samxreT-dasavleT kideSi da is cnobilia, ro-
gorc cixisZiris #2 koSki14 (tab. XXX). amrigad, petras prokopiseu-
li aRweris TiTqmis yvela detali, faqtobrivad imeorebs cixisZi-
ris topografia-gegmarebas da es Tanxvedra sruliad TvalsaCinoa. 

miuxedavad imisa, rom petra-cixisZiris igiveobis Teorias mkv-
levarTa umravlesoba iziarebda, sakiTxze gansxvavebuli Sexedu-
lebebis arsebobis gamo, samecniero wreebSi mainc miaCndaT, rom 
problema kvlav gadauwyvetelia da misi gadaWra mxolod cixisZi-
ris arqeologiur gaTxrebs SeeZlo [inaiSvili n. 1993: 116; gamyre-
liZe da sxv. 2013: 589]. 

2017 wels cixisZiris #5 koSkSi aRmoCenilma uaRresad sayu-

radRebo artefaqtebma, TeoriulTan erTad, myari materialuri 

safuZveli Seqmna petra-cixisZiris identurobis samtkiceblad. 

koSkSi gamovlenili situacia asaxavs egrisis teritoriaze bizan-

tiasa da irans Soris warmoebuli xangrZlivi omis anu egrisis ̀ didi 

omianobis~ erT-erT finalur epizods, roca berZnebma da lazebma 

14. dReisaTvis cixisZiris CrdiloeT kldeze aRmarTuli #2 koSki ufro mogviano 
xanis (X s.) SeiZleba iyos. Tumca, ar gamovricxav, rom igi VI s-is dangreuli koSkis adg-
ilze an mis siaxlovesaa agebuli. 
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sastikad daamarcxes cixisZirSi gamagrebuli iranelebi da isini 

gandevnes am simagridan.15 

15. imisaTvis, rom ufro TvalnaTliv warmovidginoT VI s-is Sua xanebis egrisis politiku-
ri viTareba da cixisZiris #5 koSkis arqeologiuri masala istoriul WrilSi gaviazroT, 
mkiTxvels mokled Sevaxseneb `didi omianobis~ mizezebs, mimdinareobas da Sedegebs.

523 wels qarTlSi gabatonobis Semdeg iranelebma mTeli gulisyuri egrisisken 
mimarTes. egrisis xelSi CagdebiT `iberebs aRar eyolebodaT is xalxi, visTanac isi-
ni gandgomis SemTxvevaSi Tavs gadairCendnen~ [georgika 1965: 94]. egrisis dapyro-
biT iranelebi iqidan gaaZevebdnen bizantielebs, romlebic egriss Tavisi gavlenis 
sferod moiazrebdnen. iranelebis egrisSi batonoba niSnavda maT mier sazRvao da sax-
meleTo gzebis kontrols, riTac saSualeba eqnebodaT bizantiisaTvis SeetiaT, ro-
gorc zRvidan, ise xmeleTidan [georgika 1965: 95].   

   528 wels iranelebi egrisSi SeiWrnen. bizantielebisa da egriselebis erToblivma 
Zalebma iranelebi daamarcxes. 532 wels bizantiis keisarma iustinianem da iranis Sah-
ma xosrom `saukuno zavi~ dades. bunebrivia, zavis imedad arcerTi mxare ar yofila da 
orive saomari moqmedebebisTvis emzadeboda. iustinianem gaamagra egrisis zRvispira 
zoli. gansakuTrebuli yuradReba mieqca petras gamagrebas. petraSi Cadga bizanti-
elTa garnizoni da maTi strategosi, romelsac egrisSi myofi bizantielTa mTeli 
jari emorCileboda. 

jarebis Seyvanas egrisSi mosaxleobis ukmayofileba mohyva. amas Tan daerTo bizan-
tieli strategosebis Tavgasuloba. bizantieli moxeleebis TviTnebobiT ukmayofi-
lo gubaz mefem da misma didebulebma bizantielebisgan Tavis dasaRwevad iranelebs 
mimarTes. xosro daTanxmda egriselTa SemoTavazebas, 542 wels is TviTon Caudga jars 
saTaveSi. swrafad gaiara qarTli da lixis uReltexilebiT egrisSi gadavida. roca 
xosrom Suagul egriss miaRwia, Sahs gubazi eaxla da mTeli egrisi gadasca [georgi-
ka 1965: 86-87]. iranelTa da egriselTa jarma pirvel rigSi petras Seutia. xanmokle 
da sisxlismRvreli brZolis Semdeg maT cixe-qalaqi aiRes. amis Semdeg, xosrom egrisi 
datova. petraSi iranelebi gamagrdnen.

iranelTa egrisSi gabatonebiT lazebi kidev ufro cud pirobebSi Cavardnen. gubazma 
iranelebs zurgi aqcia da isev bizantielebis mxareze gadavida. keisarma gubazs 7000 bi-
zantieli jariskaci da Wanebis aTaseuli gamougzavna. egriselebi gubazis sardlobiT 
bizantielebs SeuerTdnen da isini petrasaken daiZrnen. qalaqis aReba gaZnelda. xos-
rom mermeroes sardlobiT didZali cxenosani da qveiTi jari gagzavna egrisSi petras 
damcvelTa dasaxmareblad. SeSinebulma bizantielebma petras alya moxsnes.

mermeroem petras damcvelebs sulze mouswro. cixe-qalaqis kedlebi sanaxevrod dan-
greuli iyo. 1500 meomridan cocxlad mxolod 350 iyo darCenili. mermeroem cixe-qa-
laqSi 3000 mebrZoli datova da maT petras gamagreba ubrZana. mecixovneebs dautova 
mermeroem qarTlidan wamoRebuli mTeli sursaTi. mermeroem egrisSi 5000 jariskaci 
datova. TviTon ki somxeTSi gadavida. 549 wels rionis napirebTan, xolo 550 wels cx-
eniswylis napirze damarcxebis miuxedavad, petras kvlav iranelebi flobdnen. 

551 wels bizantielebma da egriselebma didi msxverplis fasad cixe-qalaqi aiRes. 
petras ukanaskneli mcvelebi, daaxloebiT xuTas kacamde, akropolisSi gamagrdnen da 
bizantielTa tyveobas cecxlSi daferfvla amjobines. bizantielebma petras zRude 
miwasTan gaaswores. ase dasrulda brZolebi petrasTvis, romelic gamorCeuli samx-
edro-strategiuli punqti iyo egrisis `didi omianobis~ periodSi [bogveraZe a. 1973: 
249-268].
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cixisZiris (petras) gamagreba iranelTa mosalodneli Tavdasx-

mebiT rom iyo gamowveuli, kargad Cans #5 koSkisa da zRudis ke-

dlis gegmarebiT. koSki zRudis kedelze garedan anu aRmosavleTi-

danaa midgmuli da mas Sesasvleli dasavleTidan _ zRvis mxridan 

aqvs (tab. XXX, XXXI). cxadia, kedelica da koSkic im mizniT iyo age-

buli, rom winaaRmdegoba gaewia aRmosavleTidan momxvduri mtri-

sTvis. aseTad ki bizantielebisaTvis im periodSi erTaderT rea-

lur Zalad irani moiazreboda [mindoraSvili d. 2020: 215].

petra-cixisZiris igiveobis sakiTxis ganxilvisas unda gavix-

senoT prokopi kesarielis cnoba, romlis mixedviT, 542 wels,16 sa-

stiki brZolis Semdeg, iranelebma daikaves zRvispira cixe-qalaqi 

petra da iq cxra weli iyvnen gamagrebuli [georgika 1965: 87]. es iyo 

erTaderTi simagre egrisSi, romelic iranelebs didi xnis manZil-

ze hqondaT dapyrobili.17 cixisZiris #5 koSkis gaTxrebiT irkveva, 

rom iraneli mebrZolebi cixe-qalaqSi xangrZlivad mdgaran. amaze 

metyvelebs koSkSi aRmoCenili iseTi artefaqtebi, romlebic au-

cilebelia erT adgilas didi xniT cxovrebisaTvis. esenia: xelwi-

sqvilis qvebi; didi raodenobis samzareulo da sufris WurWeli 

(dergebi, qoTnebi, doqebi); mravalricxovani amforebi; qvis sta-

cionaluri WurWeli; marcvleulis maragi da sxv. CamoTvlili ar-

tefaqtebi utyuari dasturia imisa, rom iranelebi aq xangrZli-

vad imyofebodnen. egrisis samefos erTaderTi punqti ki sadac 

iranelebi didxans (cxra weli) idgnen, iyo petra. xolo, koSkSi ga-

magrebuli mebrZolebi iranelebi rom iyvnen da ara bizantielebi 

an lazebi, rogorc zemoTac aRiniSna, metyvelebs nagebobaSi aR-

moCenili 98 moneta, romelTagan uklebliv yvela sasanuri fulia. 

amdenad, koSkis arqeologiuri masala mniSvnelovnad amagrebs im 

Teorias, rom cixisZiri petraa [mindoraSvili d. 2020: 216]. 

prokopi kesarielis mier aRwerili 551 wels petrasaTvis 

gamarTuli brZolis zogierTi epizodi, TiTqmis zustad imeorebs 

16. d. musxeliSvils aRniSnuli brZolis TariRad 541 weli miaCnia [musxeliSvili d. 
2003: 278].
17. iranelebi gamagrebuli iyvnen webeldis cixeSic, magram mas sul mcire xniT flobd-
nen [georgika 1965: 163-164].
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cixisZiris #5 koSkSi gamovlenil situacias. gavixsenoT, 

rogor gadmogvcems brZolis finalur etaps prokopi kesarieli: 

`romaelebma cecxlSi gaaxvies akropolisi, isini fiqrobdnen, rom 

am gziT mowinaaRmdeges aiZulebdnen maT danebebodnen. cecxli 

rom gaZlierda da ubedureba Tvalwin dainaxes, barbarosebi 

kargad mixvdnen, rom isini sul male ferflad iqceodnen, da 

dakarges yovelgvari imedi da, radgan xsnas arsaidan xedavdnen da 

arc mtris xelSi Cavardna surdaT, yvelani, akropolisTan erTad 

cecxlmodebulni, maSinve daiRupnen~ [georgika 1965: 177-178]. Cans, 

igive gadawyvetileba miuRiaT koSkSi gamagrebul iranelebsac.18 

nagebobis gaTxrebisas aRmoCenili mebrZolebis damwvari Zvlebis 

fragmentebi imis dasturia, rom isini mowinaaRmdeges ar danebebian 

(an mowinaaRmdeges ar miucia maTTvis saSualeba danebebodnen) 

da almodebul koSkSi daRupulan. werilobiT wyaroSi aRwerili 

iranelTa da bizantiel-egriselTa Soris petrasaTvis brZolis 

epizodebi zedmiwevniT kargad aisaxa cixisZiris #5 damwvar-

dangreul koSkSi, rac kidev erTxel metyvelebs imis sasargeblod, 

rom cixisZiri petraa [mindoraSvili d. 2020: 217].  

1962-1965 wlebis ganaTxari masalebis mixedviT, cixis samxreTi 

ubani VI s-Si ganadgurebula da SemdgomSi didi xnis manZilze es te-

ritoria aravis ganuaxlebia. Tavis droze, amis Sesaxeb a. inaiSvi-

li werda: `CrdiloeTiT da nawilobriv Crdilo-aRmosavleTiT, 

sadac paraleluri kedlebis saZirkvlebis yvelaze dabali donea 

... Calewilia koSkis Tu SemaerTebeli kedlebis duRabiT Sekruli 

uzarmazari fragmentebi~ [inaiSvili a. 1974: 126]. aRniSnul farTob-

ze ZiriTadad IV-VI ss-is artefaqtebi dafiqsirda, rac a. inaiSvils 

afiqrebinebda, rom cixisZiris `samxreT borcvze ... mcire akropo-

lisma moqmedeba Sewyvita mas Semdeg, rac bizantielebma sparsuli 

garnizoni gaanadgures da ... petras kedlebi da koSkebi Segnebulad 

daangries~ [inaiSvili a. 1974: 126; Sdr. georgika 1965: 180]. 

18. petra-cixisZirSi gamarTuli sastiki brZolis suraTs unda asaxavdes gasuli 
saukunis 60-ian wlebSi Catarebuli gaTxrebisas, akropolisis zeda nawilSi gamovle-
nili VI s-is damwvari fenebi da am fenebSi aRmoCenili muzaradisa da jaWvis perangis 
fragmentebi [inaiSvili a. 1974: 145].
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cixis ganaTxari masalebis analizis safuZvelze, jer kidev ga-

suli saukunis 90-ian wlebSi n. inaiSvilma SeimuSava Zeglis qro-

nologia, romlis mixedviT, aq yvelaze Zveli fena VI saukunisaa. am 

periods miekuTvneba: cixis kedlebis adreuli fenebi, samnaviani 

bazilika, abano da maTi Tanadrouli arqeologiuri masala [inai-

Svili n. 1993: 12]. momdevno periodis kulturuli fena, romelic 

sustad aris warmodgenili X-XIV ss-iT TariRdeba. am periodis na-

gebobebs miekuTvneba darbazuli eklesia da mis CrdiloeTiT gamo-

vlenili sameurneo saTavsis kedlebis fragmentebi; duRabSi Casmu-

li qvevrebi, moWiquli keramikisa da minis samajurebis natexebi, 

qvis embazi, tyviis Sekiduli beWedi da sxv. [inaiSvili n. 1993: 12]. 

cixisZiris akropolisze faqtobrivad ar gvaqvs VII-IX ss-is 

kulturuli fenebi, rac imis maniSnebelia, rom im periodSi akro-

polisis teritoria ar yofila aTvisebuli.19 mxolod mogvianebiT, 

X s-Si xdeba misi aRorZineba, magram ise Cans, rom akropolisis qve-

da, samxreTi nawilis garkveuli monakveTi X s-is Semdgomac ar ga-

nuaxlebiaT.

akropolisis samxreT ubanze 2016-2017 wlebSi Catarebulma #5 

koSkis gaTxrebmac igive suraTi daadastura, ra suraTic Seini-

Sneboda am ubanze gasuli saukunis 60-ian wlebSi _ koSki (agreT-

ve mTeli akropolisi) gansakuTrebuli sisastikiT dangrevis Sem-

deg miutovebiaT. es Zalze sayuradRebo momentia, romelic Znelia 

werilobiTi wyaroebidan kargad cnobil ambavs _ bizantielebis 

mier petras akropolisis miwasTan gasworebas ar davukavSiroT. 

amrigad, cixisZiris #5 koSkis masalebi aRar tovebs safuZvels, 

eWvi SevitanoT petra-cixisZiris igiveobis sakiTxSi [mindoraSvi-

li d. 2020: 218]. 

roca saubaria petras miwasTan gasworebaze, bunebrivia, amaSi 

igulisxmeba berZnebis mier petras akropolisis _ CrdiloeTi da 

samxreTi kldeebis safortifikacio nagebobebis (kedlebis, koSke-

bis) dangreva da ara mTeli qalaqis ganadgureba. Cans, zRvis sana-

19. yvelaze gviandelia XVIII-XIX ss-is kulturuli fenebi, romlebic dakavSirebulia 
cixeSi Turquli garnizonis arsebobasTan [inaiSvili n. 1993: 11].
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piro zolSi mdebare qalaqi kvlav ganagrZobda arsebobas. ufro 

metic, VI-IX ss-Si petra saepiskoposo (da savaraudod administra-

ciul) centrad warmogvidgeba [diasamiZe b. 2001: 168, 176; lomouri 

n. 2009: 90]. es ki SeuZlebeli iqneboda qalaqis sruli ganadgurebis 

SemTxvevaSi.

gamoTqmulia mosazreba, rom `petra mTeli adre Sua saukunee-

bis manZilze da Semdegac rCeba mniSvnelovan savaWro-ekonomikur 

Tu samxedro punqtad~ [diasamiZe b. 2001: 178]. werilobiTi wyaro-

ebisa da arqeologiuri masalebis mixedviT Cans, rom petra-cixi-

sZiris istoriaSi adgili hqonda mniSvnelovan ryevebs da misi sa-

vaWro-ekonomikuri Tu samxedro-strategiuli SesaZleblobebi 

yovelTvis aRmavali xaziT ar viTardeboda.  

gvianantikur xanaSi da adreuli Sua saukuneebis sawyis etapze 

petra marTlac iyo dawinaurebuli savaWro-ekonomikuri punqti da 

amaze naTlad metyvelebs cixisZirSi da mis axlomaxlo mikvleuli 

artefaqtebi - importuli keramika, minis nawarmi, mravalricxovani 

numizmatikuri masala da sxv. [inaiSvili n. 1993: 114]. Tumca, im pe-

riodSi samxedro-strategiuli TvalsazrisiT petra arafriT ga-

moirCeoda, vidre iustinianem 532 wlis Semdgom xanebSi, sagangebod 

ar gaamagra petra da is ar aqcia iranelebis winaaRmdeg brZolis 

erT-erT Zlier bastionad. amis Sesaxeb prokopi kesarieli sruliad 

garkveulad werda: petra `umniSvnelo iyo winaT, xolo iustinia-

ne mefem gaamagra da yovelmxriv gaamSveniera~ [georgika 1965: 83]. 

amieridan, petra gvevlineba erTis mxriv Zlier samxedro-stra-

tegiul punqtad, meores mxriv mniSvnelovan savaWro-ekonomikur 

centrad. gavixsenoT, rom swored petras akropolisSi hqonda Ta-

visi rezidencia strateg ioane cibes, romelmac Tavisi kontrolis 

qveS moaqcia bizantielebsa da egriselebs Soris arsebuli savaWro 

urTierTobebi, ramac sazogadoebaSi didi ukmayofileba gamoiwvia 

[georgika 1965: 74-75]. 

542-551 wlebSi cixe-qalaqi iranelebma miitaces da im period-

Si petra-cixisZiris savaWro-ekonomikuri aqtiuroba mniSvnelov-
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nad unda Sesustebuliyo. samxedro TvalsazrisiT ki situacia ise 

Seicvala, rom bizantielebis mier iranelebis winaaRmdeg didi Za-

lisxmeviT Seqmnil strategiul simagres iranelebi cxra weli isev 

bizantielebis winaaRmdeg iyenebdnen. 551 wels cixe-qalaqi bizan-

tielebma brZoliT aiRes da misi akropolisi TviTonve daangries. 

amis Semdeg, akropolismorRveulma petram bunebrivia, samxedro 

punqtis mniSvneloba dakarga.  

rogorc ukve aRiniSna, VI-VII ss-Si petra saepiskoposo centris 

statuss inarCunebda [diasamiZe b. 2001: 168, 176]. savaraudod, sa-

episkoposo rezidencia iyo zRvispira zolSi arsebuli qalaqis 

teritoriaze, romelsac 551 wlis sastiki brZola naklebad unda 

Sexeboda. prokopi kesarielis mixedviTac ise Cans, rom gadamwyveti 

brZola mimdinareobda ara qalaqis, aramed akropolisis terito-

riaze, romelic bizantielebma Semdgom miwasTan gaaswores. X s-Si 

iwyeba petra-cixisZiris akropolisis xelaxali aRorZineba. 

* * *

§ 2. petra-cixisZiris navsadguris sakiTxisaTvis. petra- 

cixisZiris sxvadasxva problemas Soris sainteresoa sakiTxi 

cixe-qalaqis navsadguris Sesaxeb. mkvlevarTa did nawils miaCn-

da, rom petras, rogorc mniSvnelovan zRvispira strategiul si-

magres aucileblad unda hqonoda navsadguri. magram aq erTi wina-

aRmdegoba iqmneboda. cixisZiris sanapiro zoli navsadgurisaTvis 

gamousadegaria da am midamoebSi misi arseboba faqtobrivad gamo-

ricxulia. amitom, petra-cixisZiris igiveobis momxreebi cdilob-

dnen navsadguri cixisZirTan sadme axlomaxlo eZebnaT da saamisod 

sxva dasxva adgilebs asaxelebdnen. xolo maTTvis, vinc ar iziareb-

da petra-cixisZiris igiveobis Teorias, cixisZirTan navsadguris 

ararseboba erT-erT argumentad iyo gamoyenebuli am ori punqtis 

identurobis uarsayofad [inaiSvili n. 1993: 115]. #5 koSkis aRmo-
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Cenebi faqtobrivad aRar tovebs kiTxvebs petra-cixisZiris igive-

obis Sesaxeb, magram navsadguris problemas oriode sityviT mainc 

Sevexebi.

s. yauxCiSvilis mosazrebiT, petra iseT punqtSia saZiebeli, 

romelic xelsayrel pirobebs Seqmnida vaWrobisa da savaWro mimo-

svlisaTvis, samxedro saqmianobisaTvis da a. S. amisaTvis ki auci-

lebeli iyo kargi navsadguri, romlis Ziebam is miiyvana baTumamde, 

sadac navsadgurisaTvis marTlac Sesaferisi pirobebia [georgika 

1965: 105]. es Teoria mkvlevarTa umravlesobam imTaviTve ar gai-

ziara. Tumca, rogorc ukve iTqva, petrasTan navsadguris arsebo-

bis aucileblobas istorikosTa nawili uyoymanod aRiarebda da 

navsadguris adgilmdebareobis Sesaxeb gansxvavebul mosazrebebs 

gamoTqvamda. 

n. lomours petras saqalaqo dasaxleba da misi navsadguri Ca-

qvis dablobis mimdebare teritoriaze eguleboda [lomouri n. 

2011: 197]. 

i. sixaruliZis SexedulebiT, cixe-qalaqis navsadgurisaTvis 

yvelaze ukeTesi pirobebia md. kintriSis SesarTavTan da Sesaba-

misad, petra-cixisZiris navsadguric iq unda yofiliyo [sixaru-

liZe i. 1959: 99-100]. 

g. grigolia sxva mkvlevarTa kvaldakval navsadgurs petras 

Semadgenel nawilad ganixilavda, magram miaCnda, rom petra iyo 

ara cixisZiri, aramed xofa, romelsac aqvs kargi navsadguri [gri-

golia g. 1993: 11-78]. 

petrasTan navsadguris aucilebeli arsebobis Tezam araswo-

ri mimarTulebiT warmarTa cixe-qalaqis lokalizaciis kvleva da 

kidev ufro bundovani gaxada navsadguris adgilmdebareobis sa-

kiTxi. 

jer kidev 1971 wels daibeWda a. inaiSvilis statia, romelic 

mieZRvna petra-cixisZiris navsadguris problemas. masSi gaana-

lizebulia yvela Sexeduleba, sadac saubaria cixe-qalaqisaTvis 

navsadguris arsebobis aucileblobaze, mis savaraudo adgilmde-
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bareobaze da sxv. statiaSi avtorma Tavisi, sakmaod safuZvlianad 

dasabuTebuli mosazrebac wamoayena [inaiSvili a. 1971: 74-90]. 

a. inaiSvili sruliad marTebulad aRniSnavda, rom rTulia 

msjeloba petras navsadgurze, rogorc realurad arsebul faqt-

ze, radgan wyaroebSi is arsad moixsenieba [inaiSvili a. 1971: 75]. yu-

radReba unda mieqces im garemoebas, rom ̀ VI saukunis bizantia-spar-

seTis urTierTobaSi, lazikaSi yvelaze mwvave Setakebis adgilas _ 

petraSi _ arc erTxel ar Cans bizantielTa mxriv samxedro xomal-

debis gamoyeneba. es aZlierebs eWvs imis Sesaxeb, rom bizantielebs 

mocemul xanaSi lazikaSi Zlieri samxedro floti hyavdaT. Torem, 

warmoudgenelia misi gamouyenebloba petras mravalgzis opera-

ciebSi, Tundac jarisa da mosaxleobis evakuaciis Tu sursaT-sa-

novagis gadmosazidad, rogorc es traqeis magaliTze dasturdeba~ 

[inaiSvili a. 1971: 86]. 

petrasaTvis gamarTul brZolebSi berZnebis mier flotis ga-

mouyeneblobas mkvlevari imiT xsnida, rom berZnebs im droisaT-

vis egrisis sanapiro zolSi ar hyavdaT Zlieri samxedro floti 

[inaiSvili a. 1971: 85-86]. vfiqrob, berZnebis mier petra-cixisZirSi 

sabrZolo xomaldebis gamouyenebloba imiT iyo gamowveuli, rom 

xomaldebis moZraoba-manevrireba Tu napirTan (cixe-qalaqTan) mia-

xloeba arc ise Rrma wylisa da wylidan amoziduli kldeebis gare-

mocvaSi sruliad SeuZlebeli iyo.

egrisis sanapiro zolSi bizantielebi arasdros uSvebdnen xe-

lidan sabrZolo xomaldebis gamoyenebis SesaZleblobas. naTqva-

mis sailustraciod gavixsenoT agaTia sqolastikosis cnoba, sa-

dac detaluradaa aRwerili 555 wels fazisis cixeSi gamagrebuli 

bizantielebi rogor emzadebian sparselTa Tavdasxmis mosage-

rieblad. rogor ganalageben isini fazisis SesarTavTan gemebs, 

romlebzec iyvnen mSvildisrebiT, SurdulebiTa da Sorsmtyor-

cneli manqanebiT SeiaraRebuli rCeuli mebrZolebi. aqve naxsene-

bia kidev aTi orsaWiani navi, romlebic patrulirebdnen mdinaris 

gaswvriv da a. S. [georgika 1936: 102-103]. amdenad, bizantielebis 
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mier petra-cixisZirTan sabrZolo xomaldebis gamouyenebloba 

ufro am midamoebSi Rrma wylisa da navsadguris ararsebobiT unda 

aixsnas, vidre samxedro flotis mcirericxovnobiT. 

savsebiT viziareb a. inaiSvilis mosazrebas, rom petra-cixis-

Zirs navsadguri ar hqonda [inaiSvili a. 1971: 75]. marTlac, warmou-
dgenelia 551 wels petrasaTvis gamarTul sastik brZolaSi bizan-
tielebs, imdroindel civilizebul samyaroSi saukeTeso samxedro 
flotis mflobelebs, maqsimalurad ar gamoeyenebinaT sazRvao 
SesaZleblobebi, ar ganelagebinaT cixe-qalaqis gaswvriv samxedro 
gemebi da petraSi gamagrebuli iranelebisaTvis dasavleTidanac 
ar SeetiaT. prokopi kesarieli detalurad aRwers umZimes saxme-

leTo brZolas petrasaTvis, magram gakvriTac ar axsenebs cixe-qa-

laqze zRvis mxridan ganxorcielebul Tavdasxmas. 

marTebulia a. inaiSvilis daskvna, rom `petraSi misi ayvave-

bis xanaSi navsadguri, rogorc qalaqis mniSvnelovani punqti, ar 

Cans. sxva SemTxvevaSi arc prokopi kesariels da arc mis momdevno 

avtorebs (agaTia sqolastikosi) igi aRuniSnavi ar darCebodaT~ 

[inaiSvili a. 1971: 87]. mkvlevaris azriT, `es srulebiT ar niSna-

vs imas, rom qalaq petras savaWro da sxva rigis urTierTobebi 

ar gaaCnda zRviT, magram amisaTvis ar iyo saWiro da aucilebeli 

bunebrivad moxerxebuli yuris, navsadguris arseboba. navebis 

misadgo mad Cveulebrivi zRvis napiri unda yofiliyo gamoyene-

buli~ [inaiSvili a. 1971: 87].20

marTlac, navsadguris ararsebobis pirobebSic, cixisZiris 

sana piros yovelTvis SeiZleba mosdgomoda patara navebi, romle-

bic zRvaSi moSorebiT mdgari gemebidan tvirTebs gadmozidavda 

an mebrZolebs gadmoiyvanda.

gadaWriT SeiZleba iTqvas, rom zRvis sanapiroze arsebobis miu-

20. mkvlevari imasac aRniSnavda, rom petrasTan navsadguris ararseboba zogadad ar 
gamoricxavs dexva-kintriS-aWyvas SesarTavTan navmisadgomis arsebobis SesaZleblo-
bas, sadac gvian Sua saukuneebSi vaxuSti bagrations eguleboda navsadguri `friad 
keTili~ [qarTlis cxovreba 1973: 792

5
; inaiSvili a. 1971: 87]. Tumca, am navsadguris 

adreul Sua saukuneebSi arsebobis Teoriulad daSvebis SemTxvevaSic, mas cixe-qa-
laqidan siSoris gamo, petrasTan kavSiri ar unda hqonoda.
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xedavad, petra dawinaurda ara rogorc moxerxebuli navsadguris 

mqone da Sesabamisad aqtiuri sazRvao komunikaciebis ganmaxorcie-

lebeli cixe-simagre, aramed, rogorc iranelebis saxmeleTo Semo-

tevebis aRmkveTi samxedro-strategiuli punqti. 

yvela niSnis mixedviT Cans, rom petra-cixisZirs navsadguri ar 

hqonia. misi sanapiro zoli gamousadegaria navsadgurisaTvis, rad-

gan aq wyali Rrma araa da Tanac wylidan araerTi kldea amoziduli, 

romlebic faqtobrivad gamoricxavs am adgilebSi gemebis napirTan 

miaxloebas. savaraudod, bizantielTa gemebi napiridan moSorebiT 

uSvebdnen Ruzas da maT mier motanili sursaT-sanovagis Tu iara-

Ris miwodeba petra-cixisZirisaTvis navebis meSveobiT xorciel-

deboda. 

* * *

§ 3. ormagi kedlebis sakiTxisaTvis. zemoT araerTxel aRini-
Sna, rom cixisZiris citadelis CrdiloeT da samxreT kldeebs zRu-
dis ormagi kedlebi akavSirebs (tab. II

1
, XXX). yvela mkvlevari, vinc 

am kedlebis Sesaxeb msjelobda, maT Soris TiTqos did qronolo-
giur sxvaobas ver xedavda. mxolod im moments esmeboda xazi, rom 
zRudis ormagi kedlidan, dasavleTis didi kedeli iyo `ZiriTadi 
kedeli~ da mas sruliad samarTlianad, bizantiis imperator ius-
tinianes mier egrisis samefos teritoriaze TavdacviTi nagebo-
bebis aqtiur mSeneblobas ukavSirebdnen (tab. II

1
, IV

1-2
, XXX) [Мели

таури К. 1971: 18; Леквинадзе В. 1973: 174; inaiSvili a. 1974: 127-128; 
inaiSvili n. 1993: 9-10]. 

naklebi yuradReba eqceoda zRudis aRmosavleTi kedlis agebis 
konkretuli TariRis gansazRvras. mSeneblobis teqnikiT, wyobis 
xasiaTiTa da kamarovan-TaxCebiani minaSenebiT, zRudis aRmosavle-
Ti kedeli sruliad gansxvavdeba dasavleTi kedlisagan, rac pir-
vel rigSi maT Soris arsebuli qronologiuri sxvaobiT unda aix-

snas (tab. III, XXXII
4
).
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zRudis dasavleT kedelze miSenebuli #5 koSki TiTqmis mi-

bjenilia aRmosavleT kamarovan-TaxCebian kedelze da maT Soris 

mxolod viwro gasasvlelia darCenili (tab. V
1-2

, XXX). erTdrouli 

funqcionirebis SemTxvevaSi, SeuZlebelia 551 wels bizantielebs 

sastikad gadaewvaT da daengriaT #5 koSki, xolo misgan 2,20 m-is 

daSorebiT mdgar kamarovan-TaxCebian kedelze brZolis kvali ar 

SemorCeniliyo. es maSin, roca koSkze da `ZiriTad kedelze~ Seteva 

swored kamarovan-TaxCebiani kedlis mxridan anu aRmosavleTidan 

xorcieldeboda. 

zRudis orive kedlis Tanadrouloba saeWvoa imis gamoc, rom 

Tu VI s-is `ZiriTad kedelSi~ #4 da #5 koSks Soris fiqsirdeba 

cixe-simagreSi Sesasvleli kari, `ZiriTadi kedlis~ paralelur 

kamarovan-TaxCebian kedelSi Sesasvleli ar Cans - kedeli uwyve-

tia21 (tab. XXX). ismeba kiTxva – kedlebis erTdrouli funqcioni-

rebis SemTxvevaSi, rogor SeiZleboda cixeSi moxvedra, Tu masSi 

Sesasvleli erTaderTi karis win, aRmosavleTis mxridan, erTiani  

uwyveti kedeli iyo aRmarTuli? amgvari viTareba mxolod imiT  

aixsneba, rom VI s-is `ZiriTadi kedlis~ funqcionirebisas kamaro-

van-TaxCebiani kedeli ar arsebobda. zRudis es ori, erTmaneTis 

paraleluri kedeli sxvadasxva drosaa agebuli. ufro adreulia 

dasavleTis e. w. `ZiriTadi kedeli~, romelzec #5 koSki iyo miSe-

nebuli (tab. II
1-2

, IV
1-2

, XXX, XXXII
3
). `ZiriTadi kedlis~ mSenebloba, 

rogorc iTqva, iustinianes samSeneblo moRvaweobas ukavSirdeba 

[Леквинадзе А. 1973: 174]. 

zemoT ukve aRiniSna, rom sasimagro kedlis mSeneblobisas Ta-

vidanve yofila gansazRvruli koSkis mSeneblobac. `ZiriTadi 

kedlis~ agebis zeda TariRi VI s-is 40-iani wlebia. ufro gvian, bi-

zantielTa da iranelTa Soris amtydari sastiki brZolebis dros, 

gamoricxulia amgvari, marTlac monumenturi kedlis aSeneba. ke-

dlis agebis zeda TariRi 542 wliT unda ganisazRvros, radgan am 

21. kamarovan-TaxCebiani kedeli amJamad erT adgilas gaxsnilia da am Riobze gadis 
zRvispira agarakze Casasvleli gza (tab. XXX). Tumca, kedelSi am gasasvlelis Seqmna 
Tanamedrove movlenaa.
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wels petra iranelebma daikaves da bizantielebi aq aRmSeneblobiT 

saqmianobas veRar gaagrZelebdnen.22 551 wels ki kedelica da masze 

miSenebuli koSkebic bizantiel-egriselebsa da iranelebs Soris 

gamarTul sastik brZolas Seewira. 

VI s-is pirveli naxevris zRudis kedels (`ZiriTad kedels~) 

calkeul adgilebSi etyoba Zaladobis kvali – koSkis midamoebSi 

misi nawili dangreulia an gverdze gadawolili. kamarovan-TaxCe-

bian kedelze ki Zaladobrivi ngrevis kvali ar Cans. igi ufro Ja-

mTa msvlelobiTaa Selaxuli, vidre saomari moqmedebebiT (tab. III, 

XXXII
4
). orive kedlis erTdroulad arsebobis pirobebSi, 551 wels 

petraze Setevis ganmaxorcielebel bizantielebs cixis `ZiriTadi 

kedlisa~ da masze miSenebuli koSkis aRebamde jer mis aRmosavle-

TiT, paralelurad mdgari kamarovan-TaxCebiani kedlis winaaRm-

degoba unda daeZliaT, radgan ueWvelia petraze Seteva swored am 

mxridan ganxorcielda.23 Zaladobrivi qmedebebis kvali ki kamaro-

van-TaxCebian kedelze, rogorc ukve aRiniSna, ar SeimCneva. amri-

gad, kamarovan-TaxCebiani kedeli gvianaa agebuli, kerZod maSin, 

roca dasavleTis `ZiriTadi kedeli~ da masze miSenebuli #5 koSki 

aRar funqcionirebda. ufro konkretulad, kamarovan-TaxCebiani 

kedeli petra-cixisZiris aRmSeneblobis meore etapze, X s-Si unda 

aegoT. 

Cans, cixe-qalaqis aRorZinebis meore etapze samSeneblo samuSa-

oebi ZiriTadad warimarTa citadelis zeda nawilze (tab. I
1-2

). cita-

delis qveda, samxreT ubanze ki `ZiriTadi kedlis~ da koSkebis nan-

grevebi TiTqmis xeluxleblad datoves. nangrevebi saimedod ver 

daicavda cixis am nawils. amitom mwyobridan gamosuli `ZiriTadi 

kedlis~ paralelurad agebul iqna zRudis kamarovan-TaxCebiani 

22. Sesabamisad, 527-542 wlebiT unda ganisazRvros petra-cixisZris samnaviani bazi-
likis mSeneblobis TariRic.

23. 551 wels petras akropolisze dasavleTidan anu zRvidan saomar operaciebs adgi-

li ar hqonia. rTuli reliefis gamo, petraze ieriSi nakleb savaraudoa CrdiloeTidan 

da samxreTidan. amdenad, rogorc zemoT ukve aRiniSna akropolisze Seteva ZiriTadad 

aRmosavleTidan unda ganxorcielebuliyo
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uwyveti, yru kedeli (tab. II
1
, XXXII

4
). `ZiriTadi kedlis~ nangreveb-

Si moyolili prokopi kesarielis mier naxsenebi petras Zveli kari 

aRar ganuaxlebiaT da cixeSi Sesasvleli gaukeTebiaT citadelis 

zeda nawilSi, aRmosavleT mxares iq, sadac kedlis wyobaSi kramite-

biT Sedgenili jvaria SemorCenili (tab. I
3-4

). 

* * *

2016-2017 wlebSi cixisZiris #5 koSkSi gamovlenilma artefa-

qtebma sagrZnoblad gaamdidra Cveni codna sakuTriv petra-cixi-

sZirisa da zogadad egrisis samefos adreuli Sua saukuneebis 

sxvadasxva problemis Sesaxeb. axali arqeologiuri masala mniSvne-

lovani wyaroa VI s-is Sua xanebis bizantiel-egriselebisa Tu ira-

nelebis samxedro saqmisa da SeiaraRebis SeswavlisaTvis. koSkSi 

gamovlenili situaciis, agreTve werilobiTi wyaroebis mixedviT, 

SesaZloa Tvali gavadevnoT brZolis im xerxebsa da meTodebs, ra-

sac bizantielebi da egriselebi iyenebdnen 551 wels petraze Sete-

vis dros.  

Tu dRemde petra-cixisZiris identurobis mtkiceba ZiriTadad 

mainc Teoriul msjelobas emyareboda da met-naklebad tovebda 

adgils sawinaaRmdego mosazrebisaTvis, amieridan mkvlevarTa gan-

kargulebaSia koSkSi gamovlenili artefaqtebi (gansakuTrebiT 

iaraR-saWurveli da monetebi), romlebic utyuarad adastureben 

petra-cixisZiris igiveobas. 

prokopi kesarielis cnobiT, 551 wlis sastiki brZolis Sem-

deg, bizantielebsa da egriselebs petras (cixisZiris) akropoli-

si daungreviaT, raTa iranelebs SemdgomSi iq gamagrebis survili 

aRar gasCenodaT. rogorc gasuli saukunis 60-iani wlebis, ise #5 

koSkis ganaTxari masala srul TanxvedraSia werilobiTi wyaroe-

bis monacemebTan. gaTxrebma gviCvena, rom brZolis Semdeg, bizan-

tielebs marTlac daungreviaT da miutovebiaT akropolisi. pe-
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tra-cixisZiris akropolisis xelaxali aRmSenebloba mogvianebiT, 

mxolod X s-Si iwyeba, Tumca misi erTi nawili kvlav nangrevebad 

darCenila. 

X s-Si akropolisis ganaxlebisas aages zRudis kamarovan-Ta-

xCebiani erTiani, uwyveti kedeli, romelic funqciurad Caenacvla 

551 wels dangreul da mwyobridan gamosul e. w. `ZiriTad kedels~. 

cixis axali Sesasvleli gakeTda akropolisis zeda nawilSi, iq sa-

dac kramitebiT Sedgenili jvaria SemorCenili.

koSkis arqeologiuri masala _ sabrZolo aRWurviloba, mo-

netebi, keramika, qvis nivTebi da sxv. samomavlod uciloblad moi-

Txovs farTo, mravalmxriv da siRrmiseul Seswavlas, raTa kvlevis 

Sedegebma pasuxi gasces egrisis samefos ̀ didi omianobis~ periodis 

jer kidev burusiT mocul araerT sakiTxs. 
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DAVID MINDORASHVILI

ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATIONS IN PETRATSIKHISDZIRI

Summary

The fortress of Tsikhisdziri is set on a high seashore rock seven kilometers 

south of Kobuleti (pl. I, II, XXX). Tsikhisdziri drew attention of researchers 
as early as in the 19th century and the interest still has not alleviated. Accor-

ding to most scholars, Tsikhisdziri is referred to as Petra, repeatedly cited in 
Byzantine sources (Procopius of Caesarea). However, there exists a different 
opinion as well.

In 2016-17, archaeological excavations conducted in the southern section 

of the fortress revealed tower no.5 (4,10 x 3.80 m), which had been annexed 
to the west wall of the double fence on the east (pl. V, XXX, XXXI). The 
tower used to be covered with flat tiles, which is evidenced by numerous 
specimens of flat tiles discovered during the excavations of the structure (pl. 
XIX

20-24, 26-29, 31
).

South and east walls of the tower have been repositioned from their origi-
nal location. Especially damaged is the east wall (pl. VI, VII, IX, XI

1
, XXXI

1
). 

The north wall is relatively well preserved (pl. X
1-2

, XXXI
1
). The tower had a 

doorway built of brick in the wall of the fence (pl. XI
2
, XXXI

2
). The tower and 

the west wall of the fence had been built simultaneously. It is demonstrated by 
the fact that the doorway of the tower had been intended to be arranged in the 
wall of the fence at the very beginning of construction. There is no connection 
between the defensive wall and the walls of the tower. The latter are simply 
leaned to the defensive wall.  
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Excavations of the tower revealed traces of extensive destruction brought 
about by hostilities (pl. XI

1
). It was made clear that not only did the guards 

fail to rescue objects from the structure, but they failed to escape and were 
entrapped in the fire and the ruins as well. It is evidenced by the fragments of 
burnt and charred human bones excavated in different places of the structure. 

The tower yielded numerous and diverse artifacts – ceramic ware, stone 
querns, plenty of iron weapons, coins, etc.

The artifacts discovered in the tower contain information that is intere-

sting and important for the early medieval history of Tsikhisdziri, as well as 
for the extremely complicated period of the kingdom of Egrisi known in scho-

larly literature as the times of ‘great hostilities’ in Egrisi. 

Pottery. The excavated material contains a lot of ceramic ware. Among 
them are a large vessel with a massive mouth (pl. XIV

2
), numerous pots and 

jugs (pl. XIV
4-5

, XV
1-17

).

Most of the pottery are amphorae. There are several types of amphorae: 
especially diverse are those with concave sides and brown fabric (pl. XVI

3,7,9
, 

XVII
1-8

, XVIII
2
, XIX

2, 3, 8, 18
).

Among the samples of construction ceramics rather remarkable is a coni-
cal part of a rectangular tile which had ended up in the tower accidentally (pl. 
XIX

25
). Such tiles were used in bathhouses. By means of such tiles free area 

was created between the wall and the plaster in order to let hot air circulate. 
Fragments of flat tiles were revealed in abundance during the excavations (pl. 
XIX

20-24, 29, 31
). The excavated material contains several bricks (pl. XIX

30
), as 

well as fragments of ceramic pipes (pl. XIX
26-28

).

The tower yielded two artifacts: flat rectangular stones are set in two lu-

mps of clay which make an impression of mosaics (pl. XIX
19

). They must be 

part of a decorative floor or a wall which accidentally ended up in the tower. 
The pottery discovered in the tower has numerous parallels in the archaeolo-



69

daviT mindoraSvili

gical material of the fifthsixth centuries discovered on the territory of histo-

rical Egrisi.

Metal ware.  A large number of iron artifacts attract particular inte-

rest among the material excavated in the tower. Most are military weapons. 
Among the defensive weapons remarkable are chainmail armors that were 
discovered at three different places of the tower (pl. XXI

1-3
). Fragments of 

chainmail armors were tracked down in the 1960s in the burnt cultural layer 
of Tsikhisdziri citadel. 

Iron plates of a scale armor were revealed near the east wall of the tower 
in the form of a bigsize mass burnt in fire (pl. XXII).

Excavations of the tower revealed iron shield bosses. Two of them are 
preserved completely, one is incomplete (pl. XXIII

1-3
). It is difficult to say 

what the shape of the shield itself was like – circular, oval, square, etc. The 
bosses are circular, which does not suggest the shields were circular too. As 
far as the material is concerned, the shields must have been made of wood 
coated with leather.

An iron helmet has a bronze band with knobs and rings running along its 
edge. The helmet is completely hammered (pl. XXIV

1
). Notably, remains of 

the helmet were also found in the burnt cultural layer of Tsikhisdziri citadel 
in the 1960s.

The excavations uncovered two knives (pl. XXVII
6-7

), as well as seven 
spearheads of various types (pl. XXVI

1-7
). The spearheads find many parallels 

at other sites excavated in western Georgia. Given the number of the spearhe-

ads, it can be deduced that seven guards served in the tower. 

Thirteen iron arrowheads were revealed in different parts of the tower. 
Twelve of them are threewinged of different sizes and shapes (pl. XXVI

8-19
). 

One is completely different in shape. It has the head which is square in section 
and a significantly elongated stem (pl. XXVI

20
).
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The weapons contain an iron dagger and three iron swords. The dagger 
is short (extant length – 13.5 cm) (pl. XXVII

8
). The handle which must have 

been made of wood is missing. One of the swords is singlebladed (length – 
80.5 cm), two – doublebladed (length – 90.5 cm, extant length 77 cm) (pl. 
XXV

1-3
).

Doublebladed swords like those from Tsikhisdziri are common throu-

ghout the East. They are particularly typical of the material culture of early 
medieval Iran. Similar kind of doublebladed swords are encountered both in 
the northwest and central regions of historical Lazika. Generally, doublebla-

ded swords are to some extent longer than singlebladed ones. The situation 
is identical in the case of the swords excavated in tower no. 5 of Tsikhisdziri. 
Singlebladed swords, which had developed from doublebladed ones over 
time, become increasingly dominant in weaponry. The material from Tsikhi-
sdziri shows that by the midsixth century both types of swords still coexist.

Six Colchian axes were discovered in the tower (pl. XXIV
2-7

). In terms of 

shape, four types can be distinguished. Particularly interesting are the axes of 
type IV (pl. XXIV

5-7
). Those analogous to the latter have been found on the 

northwestern territory of historical Lazica, at the sites of Abkhazeti and they 
are dated to the fourth-seventh centuries. Abkhazian scholars regard such axes 

as a typical element of socalled ‘Tsebelda culture’. They are referred to as 
‘Tsebeldian axes’ and the scholars consider them to be the artifacts belonging 

to ApsilAbazgs. They substantiate this suggestion by the fact that the majori-
ty of the axes in question have been encountered  on the territory of Abkhazia 

(M. Trapsh, M. Gunba). Apart from the area covering ‘Tsebelda culture’, this 
type of swords is also known from the environs of Sochi. 

It must be argued against the suggestion of Abkhazian scholars, that the 

area of discovery of the so-called ‘Tsebeldian axes’ on the territory of hi-

storical Lazica is rather vast. Therefore, there arose reasonable doubts over 

relevance of referring these artifacts to as ‘Tsebeldian axes’ (V. Japaridze, D. 
Lomitashvili, B. Lordkipanidze, N. Apkhazava).
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Apart from the analogies discovered on the territory of northwestern La-

zica (Abkhazia), which has already been noted, an artifact like type IV axes 
from Tsikhisdziri is known from the fifthsixth century material excavated 
in Vardtsikhe. Similar kind of axes are encountered in Nokalakevi and Ureki 

too. Among other locations of historical Egrisi, where axes of analogous sha-

pe have been recovered, are: Lechkhumi, Chkhari, Zugdidi District, Ajameti, 
Vani. Ochkhomuri (two items), Chuberi, Geguti, Sviri, Parnali, Patara Jikhai-
shi, Khoni, etc.

In southwest Lazica (Adjara) similar axes have been discovered in the 
fourthcentury burial complex of Tsikhisdziri cemetery. A similar axe was re-

vealed in grave no. 179 of Pichvnari cemetery dated to the fourth century. 

Another axe was found accidentally on the territory of Pichvnari. Identical 
axes have been encountered near Village Simoneti, on the left bank of the 

Chorokhi River. Discovery of an analogous axe in Village Vernebi is also do-

cumented in scholarly literature. 

As we see, the area of distribution of such axes covers the whole historical 
Egrisi. This type of axes clearly goes beyond the border of socalled ‘Tsebelda 
culture’. Therefore, referring to these artifacts as those typical of only ‘Tse-

belda culture’ and as possession of the ApsilAbazgs would be distortion of 
historical reality. 

It has been suggested that ‘Tsebeldian axes’ are imported. They entered 
the country from the northwest and were associated to the Germanic tribe of 
Goths’ becoming increasingly active on the eastern coast of the Black Sea.

According to another suggestion, which slightly differs from the first one, 
import of the axes was carried out through the RomanByzantine garrisons 
deployed in the coastal region of western Georgia. From the late third cen-

tury the process of ‘Germanization’ of Roman legions begins, which means 
increase of the number of soldiers of German origin in the legions, as well as 
introduction of various types of German weapons in Roman armament. Inte-
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restingly, such axes begin to emerge in our region from the fourth century and 

this process must be linked with gradual intensification of Roman garrisons 
on the Black Sea coast.

In the sixth century axes become widely spread among military forces 
of different countries. They were actively employed by Iranian warriors too, 
which is documented by the account of Agathias the Scholastic, according 
to which in 555 Iranians attacked the Byzantines who had camped in Phasis. 
The Iranians “attacked the wall with axes; it was a wooden wall and easy to 
be chopped up in this way” [Georgica 1936:114]. Thus, military axes were 
common in both western and eastern civilized countries of the time.

Numerosity of iron sickles in the excavated material draws special atten-

tion – seven have been recovered (pl. XXVIII). Complete specimens have nail 
holes on the stem and nails for fixing a handle (pl. XXVIII

1, 2, 6
),

It might seem strange that household tools – sickles – were discovered 
alongside so many military weapons. However, there is nothing extraordinary 
here if we take into consideration that the sickle was a tool necessary for a 
mounted warrior especially when the warriors fought to defend themselves in 
fortresses. During longlasting sieges, the horses gathered within the territory 
of fortresses needed to be fed; therefore, before the siege every rider would 
provide their horses with as much food as possible, which was, of course 
mowed with a sickle. The majority of the army camped in Tsikhisdziri were 
horsemen. This is how the fact of discovering so many sickles together with 
weapons in one small tower can be explained. 

It is remarkable that the number of the sickles (7 items) coincides with 
that of the spears (7 items), which is one item more than the axes (6 items). It 
again points to the fact that there were no more than seven warriors guarding 
the tower. It would have been impossible to hold a larger number of warriors 
in the structure of such a small area and during the fight they would have been 
unable to maneuver or respond promptly. 
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The tower yielded only one iron bit (pl. XXVII
1
). At the time, when the 

core of the army encamped in Tsikhisdziri was cavalry, it is natural to discover 
a bit in tower no.5.  

The fragment of an oval bronze object could be part of an oversleeve or a 
greave (pl. XXVII

9
).

The excavated material contains several objects whose function has not 
been identified (pl. XXVII

10-11
). They must be related to weapons, but it is 

difficult to restore their complete image. 

Rectangular iron buckles through which, supposedly, leather laces were 
driven must belong to the category of artifacts used for hanging and fastening 

weapons (pl. XXVII
3,5

). Bronze clasps seem to have had a similar function. 
One of them is twopart. A longish hook is immovably attached to the frame 
of the other (pl. XXVII

2,4
).

Among metal objects particularly interesting is a complete spoon and two 
fragments of a spoon handle (pl. XXIII

4-6
).

Coins. One of the most important discoveries of the excavations of tower 
no.5 of Tsikhisdziri is 98 Sasanian silver coins. 94 of them were discovered 
as a hoard in a small hole dug in the center of the floor of the structure (pl. 
XXIX

1-94
); four were found in different parts of the tower (pl. XXIX

95-98
), 

although they must have rolled away from the hoard. Portrayals of different 
shahs are depicted on the obverse of the coins, while the Holy Fire and its 
armed guards are shown on the reverse (pl. XXIX

1-95
).

The earliest of the coins is a gold one minted by Peroz (458488); it is 
followed by those of Balash (484488) and Kavad (488531). The latest are 
the specimens minted by Khosrow I (531579) [the coins were identified by 
Maia Pataridze].

The coins must be stateowned money designated for the salary of Iranian 
warriors, rather than the wealth obtained through pillage carried out on the 
territory of Egrisi. Apparently, one of the Iranian commandersinchief (this 
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amount of money could not have been entrusted to a common soldier) had 

hidden the money prior to a battle and never took it back again for understan-

dable reasons. 

A pearshaped silver pendant was discovered together with the hoard. The 
inside of the pendant is hard material coated with a very thin plate of silver 
(pl. XXIX

99
). It seems that this pendant amulet was so much cherished by its 

owner that he took it off before the fight and stored it together with the silver 
coins.

The coins help identify who the military weapons and some household 
items belonged to. There is no doubt that during the attack of the tower (and, 
in general, the whole fortress) it was Iranians that camped there, while it must 
have been the army of Byzantines and Lazis who attacked. It is known from 
written sources that during the ‘great hostilities’, at some time, the Iranians 
managed to get the advantage over the Byzantines and Lazis and became the 

dominant power in Egrisi. In 542 they were fortified in Petra Fortress, which 
had been founded in Lazica by Justinian, and were forced to leave it after a 
bloody battle in 551. The fact that owners of the artifacts excavated in the 
tower of Tsikhisdziri were Iranians rather than the Byzantines or the Lazis is 
pointed by the fact that all the coins found there are Sasanian and not a single 
Byzantine coin was ever discovered. 

As for the provenance of the military objects uncovered in the tower, apart 
from Iranian, there might be artifacts of different origin (local, Byzantine, 

etc.) as well. Presumably, part of the weapons found in the tower might have 
been looted by Iranian soldiers. To find out the origins of a specific military 
item, it is necessary to carry out further comprehensive research.

The coins, in fact, provide an accurate date of the artifacts recovered in the 
tower. As it was mentioned above, the latest of the coins is that minted in the 
name of Khosrow I (531579). If we consider the historical background, data 
of written sources and the parallels of the artifacts discovered in the tower to-
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gether with the coins of Khosrow I, then the 550s, or, more precisely, the year 
of 551 must be identified as the date of fossilization of the excavated material. 
This date does not raise any doubts.

Stone artifacts. Among the stone artifacts unearthed in the tower special 
interest is attracted by a spouted vessel with a shape of luteris (pl. XX

6
). The 

object is so big and, accordingly, heavy that it must be a stationary vessel un-

suitable for transporting. 

The archaeological material of the tower yielded five querns made of hard 
types of stones of basalt (pl. XX

1-5
).

The Iranian army was mainly supplied with bread in the form of grains, 
rather than flour, as it was more convenient to transport grains over long di-
stances. Then the grains would be milled by means of querns, apparently tho-

se found in the tower.

Written sources and the samples of the grains revealed in the excavations 
of the tower no. 5 of Tsikhisdziri provide interesting information about sup-

plying armies during the ‘great hostilities’ of Egrisi. While discussing pro-

blems of food provisioning of Byzantine armies in his work, Procopius of Ca-

esarea emphasizes three times that wheat was not grown in Lazica. According 
to him, “the Lazis grew some millet and provided for themselves in this way”. 
The millet, which was not grown in large numbers (comp. “some millet”) in 
Lazica and was not very high in calories, would not prove to be good to feed 
the army, which is why the Byzantines would import the bread sufficient for 
their army from their own country.

As for the Iranians, they also imported food necessary for their army to 
Egrisi from Iberia (Kartli). This fact is mentioned twice by Procopius of Cae-

sarea. Commanderinchief MihrMihroe, who had arrived in Petra to support 
the Iranians, left all the food to the guards of Petra – “Everything that the 
army had brought from Iberia, was left in Petra”. The work contains another 
account about supplying the Iranian armies from Iberia. The Iranians defeated 
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near Phasis left plenty of food behind on the battleground; “Romans and Lazis 
found other food and lots of flour there and burnt everything that the Bar-
barians had brought from Iberia to supply Petra.” After the Byzantines took 
Petra, “they found plenty of bread, salted meat and other stuff which would be 
enough to withstand a siege for five years”.

According to S. Janashia, repeatedly mentioning the fact of importing 
food from Iberia must imply that Kartli was a country producing bread and 
not a transit state. It is less likely that this food, preeminently, grains, was im-

ported to Kartli from a neighboring country, even from Armenia or Iran. The 
Iranians could have obtained the grains as tribute; however, it is more likely 
that this bread was, at least partly, purchased. 

Interestingly, samples of grains were found in the chains of armor. They 
were also revealed in the charred layer on the floor level of the tower. The 
grains preserved on the chainmail armor are soft wheats – Triticum aestivum 
L and hulled barley – Hordeum vulgare L (identified by paleobotanist Nana 
Rusishvili). Two thirds of the grains separated from the chainmail armor are 
wheat and one third is barley. If we admit that during harvest there was a simi-
lar percentage correlation, then it is possible that this correlation represented 
mixed crops. This method of sowing was widely employed in Georgia. In our 
opinion, mixing of wheat and hulled barley must have occurred not from the 
beginning, i.e. while sowing, but later, during the furious attack on the tower 
and its destruction.

The second sample received from the floor level of the tower revealed only 
the barley – Hordeum vulgare L. Compared to the wheat, the barley does not 
have high baking qualities, specifically, it is not characterized by porousness. 
Although in critical situations the peaceful population or the warring army 
would not reject the bread made of barley, the barley was still mainly used 
for feeding horses. This suggestion sounds convincing, because, according to 

written sources, the Iranians took the problem of supplying their armies with 
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food to the highest level. Barley was food extremely necessary for horses that 
had to go through a lot of trouble. Therefore, barley was the best means for an 
exhausted animal to replenish energy. 

***

For the problem of sameness of Petra and Tsikhisdziri. Discovery of 

remarkable artifacts in the ruins of tower no. 5 of Tsikhisdziri made it possible 
for us to discuss several important problems of the history of the fortress. As is 
known, because of extremely aggravated relations with the Iranians, Justinian 
I, Byzantine Emperor (527565), had the fortresses situated on the coastal 
area of Egrisi Kingdom reinforced. Tsikhisdziri, which vividly shows the evi-
dence of Byzantine construction in the sixth century, was among them. The 
fact that reinforcement of Tsikhisdziri was caused by the anticipated attacks of 
the Iranians is clearly represented by the planning of tower no.5 and the wall 
of the fence. The tower is annexed to the wall of the fence on the outside, or 
on the east and it has an entrance from the west – from the side of the sea (pl. 
XXX, XXXI). Indeed, the wall and the tower were built in order to resist the 
invader approaching from the east. At the time it was Iran that was regarded 
as the only real power by the Byzantines.

The situation revealed in the tower reflects one of the final episodes of the 
longterm war, or the ‘great hostilities’ of Egrisi waged between Byzantine 
and Iran, when in 551 the Greeks and the Lazis disastrously defeated the Ira-

nians encamped in Tsikhisdziri and drove them out of the fortress. 

The dispute about the sameness of Petra and Tsikhisdziri is still going on 
in scholarly literature. Many scholars (S. Janashia, F. Brune, E. Weidenbaum, 

I. Kalfoghlu, N. Khoshtaria, A. Lekvinadze, K. Melitauri, N. Lomouri, A. 
Inaishvili) believe that Tsikhisdziri is Petra, repeatedly mentioned by Proco-
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pius of Caesarea. Their opponents are S. Kaukhchishvili and G. Grigolia. Ac-

cording to G. Grigolia, Petra is not Tsikhisdziri, but Khopa, built on a rocky 
seashore massif.

In my opinion, the artifacts revealed in tower no. 5 provide solid material 
grounds for asserting the sameness of Petra and Tsikhisdziri. According to the 

account of Procopius of Caesarea, after the fierce battle in 542, the Iranians 
occupied the seashore fortress of Petra, which had been specially fortified by 
the Byzantines and retained control over it for nine years [Georgica 1965:87]. 
The source does not provide information about any other fortress, rather than 
Petra, that had been captured by the Iranians for a long time and that the By-

zantines had to return through fight (it does not imply Tsebelda Castle, which 
was under the Iranian control for a short time). The excavations of tower no. 5 
of Tsikhisdziri show that Iranian warriors remained encamped in the fortress 
for quite a long time. It is indicated by the discovered artifacts that are neces-

sary for staying in one place for a long time: querns, a large number of kitchen 
and tableware (big pots, pots, jugs), numerous amphorae, a large stationary 
stone vessel, stocks of grains, etc. The listed artifacts are the proof that the 
Iranians stayed here for a long time, and the fact that the warriors based in the 
tower were Iranians rather than Byzantines or Lazis, as mentioned above, is 
indicated by the 98 coins all of which are Sasanian. Consequently, the archae-

ological material recovered in the tower substantiates the theory of identifying 
Tsikhisdziri with Petra. 

Some episodes reflecting the battle fought over the fortress of Petra de-

scribed by Procopius of Caesarea provides the situation which is almost iden-

tical to that revealed in tower no.5. Let us recall how Procopius of Caesarea 
described the final stage of the battle for Petra – the Romans engulfed the 
acropolis in flame. The barbarians realized that there was no way out. They 
lost every hope and in order to avoid being captured, burnt themselves in the 
flaming acropolis. Apparently, the Iranians fortified in the tower made a simi-
lar decision. Burnt human bone fragments discovered during excavations are 
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evidence that the Iranian warriors guarding the tower did not surrender to the 
enemy and lost their lives in the burning tower.

The material excavated in the 1960s as well as in 20162017 show that the 
southern section of Tsikhisdziri was terribly destroyed in the sixth century and 
afterwards these territories did not go through renovation for a long time. In 
this respect we should recall the account of Procopius of Caesarea: after defe-

ating the Iranians, the Byzantines destroyed Petra so that the Iranians would 
not desire to reinforce it later.

The fact of destroying and abandoning Tsikhisdziri is clearly displayed 
in the material coming from tower no.5. The ruins of the construction had 
been intact prior to the excavations, which means that after the fierce battle 
and destruction that took place here in 551, the tower was abandoned and it 
revived only after a long time, in the 10th century. However, some part of the 
fortress remained destroyed even after the tenth century. It is a remarkable 

occurrence which should be associated to the fact of Petra’s destruction and 
abandonment.  

Based on the analysis of the excavated material of the fortress, yet as early 

as in the 1990s, N. Inaishvili elaborated the site’s chronology, according to 

which the earliest of the layers here dates to the sixth century. The cultural 
layer of the following period, which is weakly represented, dates to the ten-

th-fourteenth centuries. In fact, Tskhisdziri does not contain cultural layers of 

the seventhninth centuries, which indicates that during this period the terri-
tory of the fortress was not developed. It was only later, in the tenth century 
that further revival of the fortress occurred.

To sum up, the excavated material shows that following the fierce battle of 
551, it took a long time to restore the walls of Tsikhisdziri. This fact fits into 
the account of Procopius of Caesarea about the destruction and abandonment 
of Petra, which is also an important argument for proving the sameness of 
Petra and Tsikhisdziri.
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***

For the problem of the harbor of Petra-Tsikhisdziri. Among various 

problems of PetraTsikhisdziri interesting is that of the harbor of the fortress. 
While discussing the problem of sameness of Petra and Tsikhisdziri, some 
scholars regard presence of a harbor near Tsikhisdziri as an inevitable con-

dition. However, since here the coastline is useless for the harbor, they try to 
seek the harbor somewhere near Tsikhisdziri. For the scholars with different 
opinion absence of the harbor near Tsikhisdziri is one of the most important 
arguments against the sameness of Petra and Tsikhisdziri. According to S. 

Kaukhchishvili, Petra must be sought in a location which would provide con-

venient conditions for trade and commercial communication, military affairs, 

etc. All these required a good harbor and looking for it led the scholar to Ba-

tumi, which really has suitable conditions for the harbor.

According to N. Lomouri, the harbor of Petra must have been in the envi-

rons of Chakvi Plain. I. Sikharulidze suggests that the most favorable condi-

tions for the harbor of the fortress must have been at the estuary of the River 

Kintrishi. G. Grigolia believed that Petra must be identified with Khopa, whi-
ch has a good harbor, rather than with Tsikhisdziri.

The hypothesis of an inevitable presence of a harbor near Petra, in fact, 
caused the research of localization of the fortress to go in the wrong direction 
and made it even more vague. It must be firmly stated that, despite its being 
located on the seashore, Petra became advanced not because it had a con-

venient harbor and, accordingly, a fortress which carried out intensive sea 
communications, but as a military and strategic point which prevented the 
Iranians’ land attacks. 

A. Inaishvili rightly remarked that it is difficult to speak about the harbor 
of Petra as an existing feature as it is not mentioned anywhere. It must be em-

phasized that there is no reference of using military ships by the Byzantines 
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in Petra, the place of the fiercest clash in Lazica during the ByzantinePersian 
relationship in the sixth century. The scholar explains not using the fleet by 
the Greeks in the fights over Petra by the fact that at the time the Greeks did 
not possess powerful fleet. 

It is presumable that nonuse of battleships by the Greeks was caused by 
the fact that sailing and maneuvering of ships and approaching the shore (city) 
was impossible due to the shallow water and the rocks rising from the water. 

The Greeks never missed the opportunity of employing battleships on 
the coast of Egrisi. It is evidenced by an account of Agathias the Scholastic 

which provides a detailed description of how, in 555, the Greeks encamped in 
the fortress of Phasis were preparing to repulse the Persians’ attack, how they 
were deploying warships at the mouth of the Phasis on deck of which were 
best warriors armed with bows and arrows, catapults and farshooting devices 
[Georgica 1936:102103]. Accordingly, not using battleships near PetraT-

sikhisdziri by the Greeks must be explained by absence of deep water and 
harbor in this area, rather than by paucity of the fleet. I completely share A. 
Inaishvili’s opinion about absence of a harbor near PetraTsikhisdziri. In fact, 
it seems inconceivable that in 551, in the fierce battle over Petra, the Greeks 
did not employ their maritime capabilities and did not attack the Persians with 
their warships from the west.

Procopius of Caesarea gives detailed description of the toughest land batt-
le over Petra, but there is no hint of an attack carried out from the sea. Given 

that the besiegers were Greeks, owners of the most advanced fleet in the ci-
vilized world of the time, it seems highly unlikely that they did not mount an 
attack from the sea.

I fully agree with A. Inaishvili’s finding: “There is no mention of a harbor 
as an important feature of the city at the time Petra thrived. Otherwise, neither 
Procopius of Caesarea, nor the following authors (Agathias the Scholastic) 
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would leave it unmentioned”. According to the scholar, “it does not mean that 
the city of Petra did not have commercial or other kind of relationships via the 
sea. However, for this, presence of a naturally convenient bay – harbor – was 
not essential. Usual sea shore must have been exploited for ships to access it”.

In fact, even without the harbor, Tsikhisdziri coast could have been ac-

cessed with small boats which unloaded the cargo from the ships anchored 
further into the sea or transfer soldiers.

To sum up, all the features point to the fact that PetraTsikhisdziri did not 
have a harbor. Its coastal line is useless for the harbor because it is shallow 
and there are rocks rising from the water, which, in fact, makes it impossible 
for ships to approach the shore. Presumably, Byzantine ships lowered anchors 
off the coast and supplies of food, weapons and human resources were delive-

red to Petra-Tsikhisdziri by means of boats.

***

For the problem of the double walls of the fence. Excavations of tower 
no. 5 cast doubt on the contemporaneity of the double walls of the fence pre-

served in the southern section of Tsikhisdziri. The scholars who have exa-

mined the double walls of the fence could not see chronological difference 
between them. The only thing that was emphasized was that the big western 
wall of the doublewalled fence belonged to the sixth century and it was refer-
red to as the ‘main wall’.

The double walls of the fence of PetraTsikhisdziri are not contempora-

neous, the socalled ‘western wall’ with tower no. 5 annexed to it dates to an 
earlier period (pl. II

1-2
, IV

1-2
, XXX, XXXI

2
). Construction of the ‘main wall’ 
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must date to the first half of the sixth century and it must be associated to the 
intensive building of defensive structures on the territory of Egrisi Kingdom 
by Emperor Justinian. 

This opinion has been expressed in scholarly literature before. As it was 
mentioned above, during the initial phase of constructing the defensive wall, 
it had been foreseen to build a tower. The upper date of the ‘main wall’ stan-

ding on the west must be the 540s. Later, during the furious fights between 
the Byzantines and the Iranians, it is less likely that such a monumental wall 
was constructed in a fortress in Egrisi. The upper date of constructing the wall 
must not go beyond 542, because it is the year when Petra was occupied by 
the Iranians and it is unlikely that the Byzantines continued building activities 

there. Both the wall and the tower succumbed to the fierce battle between the 
Byzantines-Egrisians and the Iranians in 551.

It must be noted that the wall (the ‘main wall’) dated to the first half of the 
sixth century bears a clear trace of violent destruction – its part is collapsed 
near the tower and another part is slumped aside. The situation is different 
in the case of the arched eastern wall of the fence, which does not have any 
signs of forcible destruction and which has been damaged in the course of 
time rather than due to hostilities (pl. III, XXX, XXXII

4
). The arched eastern 

wall of the fence was built in a later period, when the western ‘main wall’ and 
the tower annexed to it had ceased to function. More specifically, the arched 
wall must have been built in the tenth century, in the second stage of revival  
of Tsikhisdziri. In terms of building technique, the nature of masonry and 

arched annexes, the eastern wall completely differs from the western wall of 
the fence (pl. III, XXX, XXXII

4
), which must be explained, first of all, by the 

chronological difference between the walls.
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***

To sum up, these are the main outcomes of the archaeological exca-

vations conducted in Tsikhisdiri in 2016-2017. The excavations revealed 

extremely remarkable archaeological material which gave us a clearer im-

pression about various problems of early medieval history of Egrisi King-

dom, especially about the ‘great hostilities’ of Egrisi. While previously the 
problem of the sameness of Petra and Tsikhisdziri had been based mainly 
on theoretical discussion, new discoveries created firm grounds for eventual 
resolution of the problem.
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DESCRIPTION OF PLATES

Pl. I. 1. Tsikhisdziri citadel and ruins of the church; view from southwest. 2. 
The citadel; view from northeast. 3. Tenth century door in the eastern part of the 
citadel; 4. Cross preserved near the door. 

Pl. II. 1. Southern section of the fortress. Corridor between the double walls of 
the fence; view from southeast. 2. id; view from northwest.

Pl. III. 1.  Northern part of the eastern wall of the double wall of the fence; cle-

aned arched builtin open cupboard; view from the west; 2. Eastern part of the same 
wall; view from the south; 3. The same wall; view from the north.

Pl. IV. 1. Western wall of the double fence and the ruins in front of it; 2. Corridor 
of the double fence. Beginning of the excavations.

Pl. V. 1. Tower no.5 tracked down near the western wall of the double fence 
before excavations (2016); 2. id. Southern wall of the tower (2016).

Pl. VI. 1. Tower no. 5. Process of excavations; view from south (2017); 2. Emp-

tiness created between the tower and the wall of the fence.

Pl. VII. 1. Tower no.5 after excavations; view from south; 2. id; view from 
south-east.

Pl. VIII. 1. Hearth discovered in the tower (vessel fitted upsidedown) and frag-

ment of brick pavement; 2. Hearth after cleaning.

Pl. IX. 12. Tower after cleaning; view from east and northeast.

Pl. X. 1. Northern wall of the tower and hearth; 2. Northern wall of the tower; 
view from the west.

Pl. XI. 1. Eastern wall of the tower. Burnt layers visible at the bottom of the wall; 
2. Doorway built of brick in the western wall of the fence.
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Pl. XII. 12. Remains of the southern wall of the tower extant on the western 
wall; 3. Emptiness created between the wall of the fence and the northern wall of the 
tower.

Pl. XIII. 1. Corridor created with the double walls of the fence after excavations; 
2. Tower after excavations; view from the northeast.

Pl. XIVXV. Ceramic ware discovered in the tower.

Pl. XVIXVIII. Amphorae discovered in the tower.

Pl. XIX. 1. Glass artifact discovered in the tower; 19. Mosaic samples; the rest 
– ceramic ware: amphorae, fragments of tiles and brick.

Pl. XX. Stone artifacts.  

Pl. XXI. Fragments of mail armor.

Pl. XXII. Plates of scale armor.

Pl. XXIII. 13. Shield bosses; 46. Bronze spoons; 7. Detail of a shield. 

Pl. XXIV. 1. Helmet; 27. Axes.

Pl. XXV. Swords.

Pl. XXVI. 17. Spearheads; 820. Arrowheads.

Pl. XXVII. 1. Iron bit; 25. Buckles and clasps connected to belts and laces; 67. 
Knives; 8. Dagger; 9. Oversleeve or greave; 1011. Details of unidentified objects.

Pl. XXVIII. Sickles.

Pl. XXIX. 198. Sasanian silver coins; 99. Silver pendant.

Pl. XXX. Tsikhisdziri Fortress. General plan.

Pl. XXXI. 1. Plan of tower no.5. Crosssection of the tower.

Pl. XXXII. 12. Crosssections of tower no. 5; 3. Western wall of the double 
fence. Crosssection; 4. Eastern wall of the double fence; arched builtin cupboard. 
Cross-section. 
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